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Western Africa. 


MR. WILSON’S DESCRIPTION OF THE 
COUNTRY NEAR THE MOUTH OF THE 
GABOON. 


Introductory Remarks—Gaboon People— 
Shekani and Bakali. 


Tue readers of the Herald are already ap- 
prised of the commencement of a missionary 
station near the mouth of the river Gaboon. 
Brief notices respecting this locality have ap- 
peared in preceding numbers. A very full 
and interesting description of the country 
along this noble stream, of the character and 
condition of the people, and of the encourage- 
ment to missionary effort, has been received 





from Mr. Wilson, from which copious selec- 
tions will be made. | 

As introductory to these extracts, it may be 
well to glance at the relative position and his- 





r pes 1} 
tory of the recently explored territory. The | 
mouth of the Gaboon is about twenty miles | 
north of the equator; its longitude is {> 1S’! 


east from Greenwich. Its width near the |! 


ocean varies from eight to fourteen miles. | 
The Senegal, Niger, and Congo are naviza- | 
ble to a greater distance ; but for the last thirty 
niles of its course this river is fully equal to 
either of them in size, and much superior in 
grandeur and beauty. Its general direction is 
westerly. The adjoining territory, so far as 
Mr. Wilson has ascertained, is dotted with 
frequent villages. 

The history of Western Africa is involved 


, : ‘ | 
in no little obscurity. 
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| of the continent. 


were wholly unacquainted with this portion 
The attention of the Ara- 
bian geographers was early directed to North- 
ern Africa; but their bigotry interposed a 
strong barrier to a thorough survey of the more 
southerly regions. “Of Christians and Ethio- 
pians,” says Ibn Hankal in his Oriental Ge- 
ography, “I have spoken little ; for my innate 
love of justice, religion, and good government, 


‘made it impossible for me to find in these peo- 


ple any thing deserving of praise, or even of 
mention.” Others may have had more cu- 
riosity, if not more charity; still there is no 
satisfactory evidence that they had any knowl- 


| edge of Western Africa near the equator. 


Early in the fifteenth century the Portu- 
guese began their career of discovery ; and it 
was not many years before they had visited 
the entire Atlantic coast, and taken posses- 
sion of it in the name of their king. Settle- 
ments were formed at the most favorable 
points ; embassies were sent into the interior ; 
and great exertions were made to convert the 
natives to their religious faith. It is very diffi- 
cult, however, to ascertain their precise rela- 
tion to the country lying on the Gaboon. 

After the decline of Portuguese power the 
Dutch appropriated to themselves a large por- 
tion of the western coast ; and they also form- 
eda settlement on the Gaboon. This event 
occurred about the middle of the seventeenth 


century. Mr. Wilson found on Konig island, 


' which is in the Gaboon, some eighteen miles 
; from its mouth, the site of an ancient fortress. 


This was once occupied by a Dutch garrison. 


The ancients of course || Four large guns, now much corroded, have 


28 








230 Western Africa:—Extracts from the Journal of Mr. Wilson. Jone, 
remained to the present time. The natives ;, tolerably expert in their business, and while jg 
have a tradition that the Dutch purchased this || has taught them many of the vices of Civiliza. 
island, which Mr. Wilson supposes to be |) tion, has done nothing tomake known to them 
founded in truth. As in every other European the blessings of the gospel. ‘ 
settlement on this coast, the object of the | As some portions of Mr. Wilson’s deseyi 
Dutch was the prosecution of a gainful com- | tion have been omitted, other parts have been 
merce, particularly in slaves. Dapper, in his '| transposed to make the connection More ob. 


Description of Africa, published at Amster- || vious. 


dam toward the close of the seventeenth cen-|| The Gaboon people were once my , 
tury, says that they were accustomed to Pay | more numerous than they are me 
for their slaves in elephants’ teeth. The price |! According to their own statements the, 
of a single slave was four teeth weighing from | have greatly diminished within the last 
120 to 140 pounds. | half century ; the causes of this are not 
From that time to the present the business feamgoe known. Formerly they wer 
done upon this river has continued without || the exclusive occupants of both sides of 
any material change. The slave-trade is in- || the river from its mouth to the distances 
deed prosecuted with less vigor and success, | of thirty miles, and their towns are gai 
than it was during the occupancy of the | to have been both numerous and large. 
Dutch; but in most other respects the com- || — oes —_ likewise as having 
merce of this region has undergone no mate- || een formidable in arms, and are said 
“pile ae : 1, || to have carried their conquests as far 

rial alteration. The character of the people | Gadeso en the noth cnt © as 
and the condition of the country seem to have || : : . on ape Lopez 
ites , }on the south. At present they are j. 

been almost identical for one hundred and || vided into four distinct political com. 
fifty years. This is fairly inferible from the || munities, two of which occupy the south 
account which Dapper gives of them in the || side of the river, and two the north, 
work just referred to. And it is a melancholy || The chiefs on the south side are famil- 
reflection that so long an acquaintance with || iarly known as King William and King 
Europeans, while it has rendered the natives \| George; those on the north side as 
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King Glass and King Gua Ben. The , exceeds thirty tons, worth about $40,000. 
igsion station is located in King}| The supply of redwood is inexhaustible. The 
Glass’s dominions, and about eight)! entire trade of the river, exclusive of slaves, 
miles from the mouth of the river. || may exceed $100,000, 
The north side of the river is fre- oe ae 
quented by a few French and American | Trade— Dwellings— Dress. 
vessels ae — on Rn The native merchants, through whose 
i itants regs seives as ~ |! ths ‘ 2 Ww 7 is 33 
— Mentified with the Enalich ond | hands the — of this trade pein 
wha oa gentleness The south ||" for uneducated men, much more 
with Englis "1 by F caste p = ., | respectable than any I have known in 
side is mo ’y segs "i j hae ae Africa. Some of them are frequently 
a)? ross oo on Vy MFATC ° , : 
and Spanish vesse A Begs ua 1 eit) | trusted with goods by the captain of a 
gemeeives a ~ te : lea, however, |/ Siztgle — . the — ot two, 
these nations. 1 Doth sides, ; |; three, or four thousand dollars; as a 
yessels of all pee age wt be vp oe general thing, I believe, they are honor- 
rmitted to - ° Rs “ wa i 10RS; |! able and punctual in discharging these 
— age oe greens, gore oo ‘|debts. There are a few who transact 
ing Georges S are selec’ |! business to the amount of twelve or fif- 
ates Seen , »s fro e sea 
twenty a ——- pee Se , teen thonsand dollars a year. How they 
ota re We th “ , pore “ of || manage a business of this extent, in the 
ascent that distance, ieir articies ai 
| 





merce are generally brought down! — prongs driblets, without 

om e , € 4 « > $ . > alc 7 Ww a 8 > 

i boats or canoes to the tewns of King Ne ne ee ee ee 

oe Glas =| surprising. It is done, however, and 

William or King Glass. | with the utmost accuracy, without any 

x aid than thé ; 

Me Wilson supposes that those who are || Other - h that of the memor 
Mr. a. 4" , le do not ex- || - ese merchants live in a respectable 
erly calle 2 Gi sople >X- . . . 

properly called the Gaboon people do not eX- |) le and associate with foreigners on 

|| terms of general equality. Their houses 


and the bushmen who are living among them, 1 are supplied with many useful and cost- 
they may amount to twenty-five thousand. 
' 


ceed six thousand. Including their slaves 


\ly articles of European furniture ; and 
Formerly the Gaboon people were || ee tables, — — with articles 
surrounded by a single tribe of bush- |! ° food * ape aeies Ms 1e country, are 
men, called the Shekani. But within a/| mg ange pony is —_ y tempting, even 
few years another tribe, called the Ba- || lo the most fastidious appetites. 
kali, much more numerous and power- | 
ful, has penetrated the country of the 
Shekani. and settled indiscriminately 
among them. The latter had greatly | 
> > strene WV se Yr ear : . , 
age la wat when the Bekali ean te See. am, ey Sees ee 
entered their country they had no means || ™0st of the captains who have been long en- 
of repelling the invasion. The two par- || gaged in the Gaboon trade. 


| 
ties are still somewhat hostile to each H A large portion of the natives are en- 
other, and have frequent skirmishes. || caged in trade. A few are employed 
But within a few years they have begun |! by vessels, as factors, laborers, boatmen, 

to intermarry, and the probability is that!! interpreters, ete. The women and the 
they will ultimately become one people. |! slaves manage what they call their plan- 
Both tribes live on friendly terms with || tations. They cultivate plantains, cas- 
the Gaboon people, and intermarriages || sadas, yams, sweet potatoes, tania—an 
aecommon. The latter rezard both as |) esculent root somewhat like the tumip— 

| 


Most of the men, perhaps four fifths, speak 
intelligible English. A few speak imperfect 
| French, Portuguese, and English with equal 
\freedom. The native language, which is 


inferior to themselves; and though they || ground-nuts, Indian com, sugar-cane, 
sometimes take the daughters of bush- | pumpkins, peas, beans, ete. Plantains 
men for wives, they would regard it as || and cassadas are the staple articles of 
a great degradation to have their daugh- |) food, and are prepared for the table in a 
ters marry bushmen. great variety of ways. They have an 
] abundance of goats and fowls, but no 
| sheep or cows, except a few that have 
Shekani, Bakali, the interior tribes, and the |) lately been introduced from other parts 
entire coast from Corisco to Cape Lopez || of the coast. Their forests abound with 
The articles of tratlic—besides the slaves || a great variety of wild animals. Fish 
shipped from the south side of the donee is to be had in abundance, and honey is 
ivory, redwood, ebony, beeswax, and gum || brought in at all seasons by the bush- 
copal. The annual export of ivory probably 1 men. 


The natives of Gaboon act as factors for the 
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Their houses are constructed almost jj 
entirely of bamboo reeds. Poles are set| 
up in the ground about a foot apart, and || 
bamboo reeds are tied horizontally to 
these, and this forms the body of the || 
house. The roofs are covered with!! 
leaves of the same. They are spacious, || 
well lighted and ventilated, and with) 
the exception of dirt floors, they are as 
comfortable habitations as most persons 
would desire. The house in which) 
king Glass resides is sixty-six feet long | 
and twenty-seven wide; others in the) 
same town are very nearly as large. 

The common dress of the country) 
consists of a fur hat or cloth cap, a shirt, | 
and a cloth extending from the waist to 
the ankles. When disposed to make a! 
display, they put on a full suit of the 
best European attire. The women wear 
a large cloth extending from the arm-| 
pits to the ankles; when they are not | 
about their work, a cotton shawl or silk 
handkerchief is thrown over the neck 
and shoulders. They wear as many, 
copper or brass rings as they can crowd 
between the knee and the ankle; and 
as these are always well burnished, they 
make a very brilliant appearance. Their || 
hair is put up in a most singular style. || 
A band, in the form of a crescent, is 
fitted to the head, and extends from the 
upper part of the forehead to the lower | 
part of the occiput, over which the hair || 
of both sides of the head—except a, 
small patch just above the ears, worked 
into the form of a diamond—is tastefully 
braided. The upper edge of the band, 
usually raised ten or twelve inches, 
higher than the surface of the head, is 
sharp, and gradually expands to the tull | 
depth of the head. This style of wear- 
ing the hair gives them a singular, but 
not ungraceful appearance. 


Social and Political Condition. 


It is gratifying to discover that the natives, | 
in their social and political condition, are con- | 
siderably in advance of most of the inhabitants 
of Western Africa. 
are worthy of particular attention. 


The following statements 


They pride themselves not a little on 
their approximation to the habits and | 
customs of civilized life. The proceeds 
of their labor are generally expended in|! 
surrounding themselves, not only with || 
the comforts and conveniences of life, 
but with its luxuries and ormaments. | 
They have learned the art, not only of 
amassing property, but what is very 
rare in Africa, of keeping it also. 
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| dustry and enterprise. 
| respects, the condition of this people is 


| heathen countries. 
to perform less hard labor, and are more 


Jung, 


Their form of government is pure] 
patriarchal. The term king is derived 
from Europe; but the individual wh, 
bears this appellation exercises none of 
the functions, and enjoys none of th 
honors or emoluments pertaining to ro : 
alty. In common with the other oli 
men of his town, he enjoys the respect 
and exercises the authority which More 
commonly attaches to personal worth 
and old age ; but beyond this, he has ho 
power whatever. The old men, though 
they have no arbitrary authority on 
much reverenced; and their views and 
Wishes in matters of importance are sel. 
dom contravened. The younger mem. 


_bers of the community never approach 


them, except in the most respectful and 
reverential manner, and always address 


‘them by the appellation of “father” 


The influence of this practice is yery 
obvious in the character and disposition 
of the people, and contributes essential. 


ly to promote peace and harmony. As 


a community they enjoy much freedom: 


and were it not for their slavish dread 
| of witcheraft, they would be one of the 


most independent people in the world, 
Every man is allowed to engage jg 
whatever business he chooses; and he 


/may prosecute it in any manner and to 


any extent without danger of interfer. 
ence. He is the master of all the wealth 
he may accumulate by his personal in- 
In both these 


vastly superior to that of the inhabitants 
on the windward coast. Among the 
latter, whatever money a man acquires, 
goes into a family stock, and he has no 
more control over it than any other 
member of the family. The injustice 
of this system lies in the fact, that the 
idle and vicious are placed on the same 


| footing with the sober and industrious, 


When an individual is successful in 
business, and rises a little above the 
common level, he becomes an object of 
universal envy, and some accusation is 
brought against him which terminates, 
as a matter of course, in the confiscation 
of his property. 

The women are treated with more 
consideration and kindness than in most 
They are required 


constantly employed in those pursuits— 
sewing, washing, cooking, ete.—which 


seem to be their appropriate calling. 


Heathenism— Domestic Slavery. 


This picture would be incomplete, however, 


without some darker shades. The Gaboon 
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ple must be classed among those who are l 
siting in gross darkness. The existence of | 
polygamy, their universal belief in witchcraft, 
their ivleration of the more repulsive forms of 
immorality , their use of fetishes and charms, 
together with their ignorance of the first prin- 
ciples of Christianity, are unequivocal proof of 
heathenism. Europeans who have hitherto | 
yisited this coast have done nothing to impart | 
ynto them the gospel of Christ. 





Domestic slavery, in a form some- 
ghat peculiar, exists to an almost un-| 
limited extent. Every man of impor- 
tance is the owner of twenty slaves or | 
more; 2 few own more than one hun- | 
dred. So far as hard labor is concerned, | 
itis not an Oppressive system. In gen- | 
eral, the slave performs very little labor, 
and in most cases just what he pleases. 
Almost the only means a master has of | 
getting work out of a slave, is by coax- 
ing. He knows if he resorts to harsh or | 
severe Measures, his slave will Tun! 
away. The master is further restrained | 
from severity by the fear of witchcraft. | 
Most of the slaves are brought from the | 
interior, and their owners seem to think | 
that their power of conjuration and Mis- | 
chief, is some how or other proportioned | 
tothe distance which they have come. | 
The slaves are generally “wraps: 
when very young, and from that period | 
to manhood, they are kept very strictly, | 
and it is the only period in which they | 
can be said to be serviceable. After| 
they attain to manhood, they sometimes | 
stay with their masters from attachment, | 
residing on the plantation and rendering | 
such occasional service as may be re-| 
quired ; sometimes they run away and | 
go back to their own country. Occa- 
sionally they engage in business and | 
become respectable members of society. | 
The children of slaves are always con- | 
sidered free, and the master of the} 
parent can exercise no authority over | 
them. A master may scourge his slave ; | 
but he has not, or does not exercise the | 
power of life and deathover him. If he} 
accused of a capital crime, the case 
is brought before the head men and un- 
dergoes a thorough examination before 
any sentence is passed. 

The prejudices of the people are 
against the slave; and it is not uncom- 
mon for him to be accused of witch- 
craft, and without any very substantial 


evidence of guilt, to be condemned and | 


putto death. For very trivial offences, 
they are chained and thrust into the 
stocks, and subjected to every species 


they have very little self respect and 
are exceedingly depraved. Many of 
them seem to be but little removed from 
idiocy. Sometimes they form large 
companies and carry off a3 much of the 
property of their masters as they can 
ay their hands on, and when armed, as 
is usually the case, it is not safe or 
racticable to capture them. Several 
instances are remembered when they 
have fought with desperate valor; and 
I am not aware that they have ever 
been taken when their numbers have 
been considerable. 


Disposition— Desire of Instruction. 


In connection with the foregoing represen- 
tations, and in justice to the natives, the fol- 
lowing traits of character should be mentioned. 
They certainly encourage the hope that in due 
time missionary labor will secure an abundant 
harvest. 


The general disposition of the people 
is mild and peaceful. In their inter- 
course with white men, they are uni- 
formly civil and polite, and carefully 
avoid every thing like obtrusiveness. 
They are desirous of adopting the cus- 
toms and habits of civilized men, and 
are always eager to acquire any infor- 
mation which will assist them in the at- 
tainment of this object. It requires only 
a very partial knowledge of their char- 
acter and disposition, to make a white 
man feel perfectly safe among them. 
Unfortunately for their morals, however, 
they have not always found the best 
patterns of virtue in the whites with 
whom they have had intercourse. And 
it is mortifying to observe that many of 
the vices of heathenism have not only 
been sanctioned and encouraged by the 
example of Europeans, but a great many 
peculiar to civilized countries have been 
grafted upon their character. 

The people are inquisitive and much 
pleased at the prospect of being taught 
to read and write. A few of them, im- 
pressed with the need of some knowl- 
edge of figures, have obtained sufficient 
acquaintance with arithmetic for the or- 
dinary purposes of trade; so that we 
have here, what may appear a little 
anomalous, good arithmeticians, who do 
not know a letter in the alphabet. If 
this desire of learning shall continue 
after our schools shall have commenced 
they will be greatly crowded ; and we 
shall soon find ourselves surrounded by 








of abuse and insult. As a general thing, 
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a reading community. Upwards of forty 
individuals, the chief part of whom are 
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adults, have applied for books, and a 


few, for the short time they have been || sive 
learning, have made very creditable || 


progress. ; ' 
How lasting this feeling will be, or 
how readily the natives will conform to 


of course be foreseen by man. But the 
readiness and attention with which they 


have thus far listened to the truths of | 


| 
‘ae eel {| 
favorable indications, and afford en-!| P# 


the Bible, and the respect they enter- 
tain for white men, in connection with 
the peculiarities already mentioned, are 


couragement to believe, that the day is 
not far distant, when they will become 
a happy christian community. 


MR. WILSON’S VISIT TO THE UPPER 
WATERS OF THE GABOON. 


An African Trader—Occasion of the 
——— of the Gaboon 
— Precautions. 


In the month of August, Mr. Wilson made an 
excursion to the upper waters of the Gaboon. 
A native trader, by the name of Toko, had 
been designated by his townsmen to settle a 
dispute between them and the inhabitants of a 
village lying a number of miles in the interior. 
This individual, of whom the following de- 
scription is given, invited Mr. Wilson to ac- 
company him. 

For an uneducated African, Toko is a 


remarkable man. During many years 
he has taken the lead in business, is not 


only known among European traders as | 


trust-worthy and upright, but is held in 
the very highest esteem among his 
countrymen. He has acquired influ- 
ence over the latter, and risen to respec- 
tability with the former by means the 
most honorable and praise-worthy. He 


possesses much more than ordinary en-|| 


ergy of mind; his intercourse with all 
classes has been characterized by uni- 
form candor and honesty. I am not 
aware that I ever met with a person, not 
taught in the school of Christ, who had 
more true amiability of character, or 
was more unexceptionable in his gen- 
eral demeanor. have heretofore no- 
ticed that where Africans have risen to 
distinction and power, it has been ef- 
fected in the first instance by fraud and 
violence, and afterwards maintained by 
the aid of superstition and witchcraft. 
But in the present case, none of these 
things have been resorted to. The 

wer and influence which Toko wields 
is the result of gentleness, firmness, and 
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| 


| 
the requirements of the gospel, cannot || 


and certain persons in this Vicinity 


Jong, 


|| honesty, persevered in for many succes. 


_— And this affords a beau}. 
ful illustration of the silent power of 
| Virtue ; and when witnessed in a coup. 
try purely heathen, furnishes much ep. 
couragement by showing what the 
character of this people may become 
| under proper training. 

The occasion of the expedition is stated in 
the following paragraph. 





Toko had been deputed to settle g 
laver between the inhabitants of , 
_ town sixty or seventy miles up the river 


| The former had pecuniary claims upog 
| some individuals here, and without fe. 


(these claims settled, they adopted what 
is well known in Africa as the panyar 

|| system, i. e. to seize any man they cay 
| find, and make him responsible for the 
| debts of his townsmen. It is done with 
| the expectation that the friends of the 
| individual or individuals who may have 
been seized, will compel the delinguent 
to pay his debts and set the innocent at 
liberty. The case under consideration 
was one of this kind. A boat belonging 
\to Toko’s town was seized not many 
miles distant, five men were taken out 
of it, carried up the river, and put into 
the stocks. A few days afterward a 
message came declaring that if some 
/one did not appear immediately and 
settle their demands, the _ prisoners 
|, would be sold into slavery. 


|| sorting to the ordinary means of getting 
| 


| 


' 


| The hull of the little vessel in which Mr. 
| Wilson made his excursion was formed from 
| the trunk of a single tree ; but it was finished 
| with bulwarks, ete., in a style which would 
| not be discreditable any where. He embark- 
| ed at ten, A. M. 


About five, P. M., we arrived at the 
junction of the two main branches of 
'the Gaboon. The smaller of the two 
makes off in a southeasterly direction, 
and is called the Rembwe. It is a mile 
or more in width at its mouth, and is 
| navigable for vessels of moderate size 
some distance, but precisely how far I 
| am not prepared to say. A small island 
, in the middle of this stream, and not far 
from its influx into the main river, was 
| pointed out to me as having been form- 
,ed within the last forty years. The 
‘other and larger branch, the one which 
||} we ascended, lies directly east and is 
‘| called the Big Orombo. _ It is two miles 
| or more in width at its confluence with 


the Rembwe. The banks of both of 
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these branches near their junction are {| 
low, apparently marshy, and overrun 
with mangrove. But the country in this 
yicinity is represented, nevertheless, as | 
densely populated. 

As night came on our men overhauled 
and joaded all their guns. I inquired 
of Toko the meaning of these warlike 
jemonstrations. He replied, with his 
characteristic good humor, that we had 
now entered the bushmen’s country, and 
though he did not challenge any of them 
o attack him, yet if they did so of their ] 
own accord, he wanted to let them | 
know that Gaboon men could shoot as | 
yell as they. These preparations had | 
searcely been completed when we were |, 





hailed by some men from the south || controversy he had been deputed to settle 
bank of the river, and soon after a canoe || ’ ’ 


heard to approach us under cir- |, 


was oi 
cumstances somewhat suspicious. The 


guns were all placed where they could | 


single moment. Our apprehensions, 
however, proved to be groundless. 


ng Passall’s Dominions—Kobangai— 
wed African Palaver. 


slarge island called Nhaga. Having remain- | 
ed here four hours, they resumed their course | 
and reached, about day-break, a small village 
on the south bank of the river, the chief of | 
which modestly styles himself king Passall. | 
Mr Wilson’s description of the territory sub- 
ject to his sway, it will be seen, is not very 
flattering. 


The town is situated on a low marshy | 
spot, and is made up of twenty-five or | 
thirty shabby, dilapidated old dwellings, | 
which scarcely looked like the habita- 
tions of man. The major part of the) 
houses on both sides of the street seem- 
ed to be arranged under a continuous | 
roof, having the appearance of two long | 
shades. Passall’s house is situated at 
the west end of the street; and though | 
not very remarkable for its size or'| 
beauty, contrasts very well with the 
rest. At the distance of one hundred 
rods, but not in sight, there is another 
village of nearly the same size. It has 
amore desirable situation, and the 
houses, though not large, are newer, and 
have more an air of comfort. These 
two towns, with one more, distant a 
mile or so, and probably about the size | 
of the other two, make up the full length | 
and breadth of king Passall’s dominions. 
The inhabitants of the town in which 
he resides, in their general appearance, | 





be seized and put in requisition in a) 


| well as that of his retinue. 
ee ee ee ‘colored shirt, a cloth extending from his 
About mine, ee ee tes || waist to his ankles, a long red cloth 


| 
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correspond exactly with what might be 
expected of the tenants of such a place. 
With the exception of old Passall him- 
self, there was not, so faras I saw, a 
single healthy looking individual in the 
place; and it is questionable whether 


another settlement could be found on 
this river, or any where else in the 
| world, where there was a greater con- 
| centration in so small a compass of all 
| sorts of diseases. 


As soon as it was known that Toko had ar- 
rived at the residence of King Passall, a num- 
ber of the neighboring chiefs, attended by 
their wives and friends, assembled to pay him 
their respects, and to learn the merits of the 


Among them was Kobangai. 


He resides fifteen or twenty miles 
higher up the river, and is allowed to be 
the man of most authority and impor- 
tance in this region of country. His 


arrival was announced by the firing of 
guns, and I was not a little surprized at 


the respectability of his appearance, as 
He wore a 


| vest, and over the whole a handsome 


gown. He wore likewise a superb 
_beaver hat with an enormously broad 
brim, the edges of which were bound 
| with gilt braid. It had a broad band of 
‘the same material, and a brilliant star 
‘in front. His women, six in all, were 
|dressed in handsome chintz, and were 
decorated with a liberal share of orna- 
‘ments. Kobangai is upwards of fifty 
years of age, six feet and a half high, 
-and a man of commanding appearance. 


In his manners he is easy, familiar, 


|and unassuming ; and from the respect 
shown by those around him, there could 
_be no doubt that he was held in the 
highest esteem. 


Toko was requested to explain the nature 
of the dispute between his people and those 
of Nyaga. Mr. Wilson gives the following 
account of the process. 


At the outset Toko called for a plan- 
tain leaf; and having torn it slowly and 
measuredly into a great many small 
and a few larger strips, he cleared a 
space in front of himself and commenc- 

ed the operation. He laid first down 
the large strips at some distance from 
each other. These were to indicate the 
number of points in dispute ; and after 
they were distinctly impressed upon the 
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minds of his hearers, he proceeded to} 
discuss them separately. One of the’ 
smaller strips was laid down as a visi- | 
ble representative of every argument | 
which he was to offer; and as many of | 
his hearers were not trained to logical | 
discussions, they no doubt estimated | 
the justice of his cause by the numeri- | 
cal force of his arguments. Toko has a’ 
fertile imagination, and he exhausted | 
his strips long before he had closed his | 
defence. 

The mode of balancing accounts is 
not unlike this. A. has trusted B. 
with a tooth of ivory, for which he is 
to receive a hundred or more arti-| 
cles of merchandize. B. has paid a_ 
part of the debt, and now A. calls a) 
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produced a bundle of these testimonials, 
Many of them were given to his father ; but 
he seemed to suppose that he deserved as 
much credit as if they had been given to him, 

But there was one stain upon his character 
which no credentials could remove About 
two years before, an English man-of-war de. 
spatched a boat up the river in pursuit of slave 
vessels. The officer in charge, instead of re 
turning the same day, according to his instruc. 
tions, resolved to explore the main branch of 
the river, without a guide or any adequate 
means of defence. Having sailed all night, he 
landed at Passall’s residence in the morning, 
While they were eating breakfast, the house 
was surrounded, and three out of five were 
massacred. 





The remaining two were detain. 


palaver to secure the whole. They || ed till they were ransomed. From that time 


first seat themselves in front of each 
other. A. has a handful of bamboo 
strips, and as he enumerates the arti- 
cles which were originally to have been 
given to him, the other receives them, 
one by one, as a token of acknowledg- 
ment. After he has accepted the whole, 
he in turn enumerates all the articles he 
has paid, and for every one A. must 
take back one of the strips. Those that 
are left in the hand of B. show how 
much he is in arrears, and he is requir- 
ed to pay accordingly. 


Description of Passall—Nydgd. | 


Just before dark Passall, who was absent | 
when Toko and his party arrived at his resi- 
dence, returned. Mr. Wilson describes him 


as being fifty-five or sixty years of age, short, | 


thick-set, and, were it not for an occasional 
float of villany about his eye, apparently good 
natured, jolly, swaggering old man. 


He came forward and shook my hand, 
then took his seat in front of Toko, look- | 
ed him steadily in the face for nearly 
a minute, rose up and took one of his 
hands between both of his own, held it 
for a few seconds, let it go, and then, 
brought his own with a sharp rap upon | 
his own thighs. This was repeated 
several times, at the close of which he 
called out his name with emphasis. A_ 
similar practice prevails in common 
conversation. If a man says any thing 
that is smart or witty, those who are 

resent stretch out their hands at full 
ength towards him, then clap them 
once or twice as expressive of their ap- | 
probation. | 


The chiefs upon the Gaboon are in the habit | 
of obtaining certificates of good conduct from | 


| 
|| 


'}ed his counsel. 


‘| till the visit of Mr. Wilson, he had not seen a 

white man, and was evidently afraid that vep. 

;, geance in some furm was now about to Over- 
| take him. 

Mr. Wilson slept three nights in the room 
= which this deed of cruelty and blood had 
| been perpetrated. But he had no apprehen. 
| sious in respect to his own safety. Treachery 
towards a guest is almost unknown in the an- 
| nals of African perlidy. 

Just before sunset on the 19th, the party 
anchored within gun-shot of Nyaga, the vil. 
lage which Toko wished to visit. At first the 
people on shore kept themselves aloof. 


They were probably afraid that they 
might be seized, and have their claims 
satistied by an exchange of prisoners, 
Old Passall succeeded, however, in get- 
ting a nephew of his to come off to the 
vessel. The conduct of those on shore 
though prompted, as I now believe, by 
their fears, was somewhat suspicious, 
Only a few persons presented themselves 
at the landing-place, whilst others were 
occasionally seen skulking about the 
bushes with guns. Toko advised me 
not to go ashore at this place ; as I con- 
sidered him a prudent adviser, I adopt- 
And he in turn acceded 
to my advice that he should not go 
ashore in the first canoe, but send Pas- 
sall to reconnoitre. If the bushmen had 
been strong enough, and had been dis- 
posed to make a reprisal of so important 
a personage as Toko, they might have 
made a fine speculation. As Toko was 
by no means deficient in cautiousnes 
and was aware that such things h 
been done, and might be done again, he 
was evidently pleased to receive this 
advice. Passall, in accordance with 





the captains who trade in the river. Passall | 


this suggestion, went ashore, and find- 
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ing that there was no unfair play, re- | 
turned in the course of half an hour for 
"Ton eight o’clock before the palaver | 
was commenced, and it was not contin- | 
yed long, before Toko found that the | 
claims of the Nyaga people against dif- | 
ferent persons in his town, greatly ex-_ 
ceeded what he had supposed, largely 
transcending likewise the amount of 
gods which he had brought with him. | 
He determined, therefore, to eancel the | 
debts as far as he could with what he 
had, and endeavor to borrow the re- 
mainder from the different chiefs in the 
neighborhood. 

During the few hours of our stay, the | 
scene Was impressive in the highest de- | 
ee. The silence of the village, with 
the exception of an occasional elevation 
of voice by some heated speaker, was 
equally impressive. The full moon was 
ouring her rich effulgence upon the 
od placid bosom of the river, whilst 
the tall trees on its banks stood in silent 
majesty over our heads, and seemed to 
be living spectators of what was trans- 

jing beneath. It was a scene in a) 
oe land, and yet, around, beneath, | 
and above us, were some of the most 
remarkable displays of the beauty, | 
majesty, and grandeur of God’s creative | 

wer. And man, that active, restless | 
coe was here; and though unknown | 
to all the world besides, he is neverthe- 
less urging forward his little interests 
with the same earnestness and intensity | 
of feeling, which are experienced in the | 
most exalted stations. But how cireum- 
scribed the range of his thoughts! How 

litle of God does he know! How im- 
perfect are his notions of a hereafter! | 








Branches of the Orombo—Kobangdi’s 
Town. 


Mr. Wilson and his party left Nyaga for 
Kobangii’s town at one, A. M., on the 20th. 
The river immediately began to change its 
course to a southeasterly direction. At four, 
A. M., they came to the places where it was 
divided into two branches—the Kami, half a 
mile in width, running to the northeast, and 
the Bakwe, a quarter of a mile in width, and 
running off in a southerly direction. At the 
confluence of these streams there is a sand- 
bank which prevents the ascent of vessels of 
any considerable size. The Bakwe is said to 
be navigable for boats forty or fifty miles fur- 
ther; the Kama would allow the passage of 
vessels of moderate size to a still greater dis- 
tance, if the obstruction at the bar were re- 
moved. The population on this ‘branch is 
said to be very dense. Mr. Wilson supposes 
the country beyond the confluence of the 
Kama and Bakwe—unlike that along the 
Orombo—to be very salubrious. 

Kobangai’s town is on the east bank of the 
Bakwe, not far from its junction with the 
Kama. 


Its situation and appearance trans- 
cended in beauty any thing I had pre- 
viously seen in this part of the country. 
It embraces about seventy houses, most 
of which were new, commodious, and 
built with taste and skill. The number 
of inhabitants does not fall much below 
five hundred. The general appearance 
of the people indicates health, comfort, 
and cheerfulness. 

Kobangai received us without cere- 
mony, and treated us with a great deal 


How profoundly ignorant of Jesus Christ | of kindness and hospitality. He pre- 
and the way of salvation! And he is,| sented Toko with a goat and a tooth of 
the living representative of innumerable || ivory; to me he gave a goat and various 


generations, who have lived on the same 
spot, engaged in the same pursuits, and 
gone down to the grave in the same 
moral midnight. But is there no bright- | 
er prospect for those who are now alive, 
and those who are in a few short years 


articles of native manufacture as matters 
of curiosity. The house in which he 


lives is about sixty or seventy feet long 


to occupy their places? May we not |, 
believe, that the time is rapidly ap- || 


proaching when this vast moral and in- 
tellectual waste shall be reclaimed? Is | 
there any extravagance in thinking that 
the voice of strife and discord, the song | 
of the nocturnal dance, and the ery of 
war, which have resounded along the | 
banks of this river from generation to | 
generation, shall be turned into anthems | 
of the most exalted praise to God and | 


the Lamb ? 


and twenty wide, two thirds of which is 
appropriated to the use of a store. It 
was somewhat old and decayed, and 
le had laid the foundation of another 
much wider, but not so long. From 
what I saw and learned while here, I 
am inclined to think that for a native he 
has accumulated a large property, con- 
sisting of slaves, ivory, and goods of 
European manufacture. A number of 
old empty rum casks were piled up 
about his premises, affording indubita- 
ble evidence that this liquid is not un- 
known in this remote corner of the 
world. 
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Articles of food may be had at this place in 
the greatest abundance and at the lowest 
rates. Large quantities of fowls were bought 
by Mr. Wilson’s companions for a leaf of to- | 
bacco each ; plantains sufficient for the sub- 
sistence of one man for two days were ob- | 
tained for the same price. Articles of furni- | 
ture—chairs, settees, tables, manufactured by 


the natives—were found there by Mr. Wilson, 

which he at first supposed to be of European | 
or American origin, He saw also a variety of | 
musical instruments, some of which were ex-| 
ceedingly sweet-toned ; one in particular, said 

to have been brought from a great distance in| 
the interior, was much like the guitar. 
Pangwe People. 


But the most interesting of Mr. Wilson’s 
discoveries is related in the following extract. | 


During our short sojourn in this place, || 


we met with a number of men entirely | 
different in their features and general 
appearance from those in this part of 
the country, some of whom were said to | 
have come five, and others ten or twelve | 
days journey from the interior. 
were known by the name of the Pan-| 
gwe people. They were on a visit to! 
this part of the country, which is as! 
near to the sea coast as they have ven- | 
tured. Hearing of us at this place, they, 
came in considerable numbers to see a. 
white man and old Toko, one of whom. 
was as much an object of curiosity as, 
the other. Those of them whom we 
saw, both men and women, were vastly 
superior in their personal appearance to 
the maritime tribes; and if they may be 
regarded as a fair specimen of their 
people, I should have no hesitation in 
pronouncing they the finest Africans! 
whom I have ever met with. They 
wear no clothing, except a piece of 
cloth made of the inner bark of a tree. | 
This is drawn between the legs and 
fastened around the loins by a cord. 
Nor do they covet cloth. 
hand they jeer the bushmen of this re- 
gion, by telling them that they wear) 
cloth to conceal their personal defects, 
and their external diseases. Both men 
and women braid their hair with a great 
deal of taste. 
hair on the forepart of the head in two 
rows, which lie over the forehead not! 
unlike the frill of a cap. That on the 
back part is platted into five or six 
braids which reach below the shoul- 
ders. 

The men are of medium stature, re- 
markably well formed, healthy in their! 
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They |! 


On the other || 


The women braid the}: 





Jung, 


appearance, and manly in their deport. 
ment. They had knives, spears, tray. 
elling bags, and other articles of curious 
and ingenious workmanship, specimens 
of which we procured for a very smal] 
|quantity of beads. All of their imple. 
ments are made of iron of their ow 

which is considered vastly superior tg 
jany brought to the country by trading 
| vessels. They set no value upon cloth 
|and as yet have never acquired a tasta 
‘for tobacco or rum. Beads, powder 
}and brass they prize very highly, and 
| were willing to give any thing they had 
\for the smallest quantities of either of 
these. They represent their country ag 
| mountainous and healthful, and atfing 
| that cutaneous and other diseases com. 
‘mon to the maritime regions are yp. 
known among them. They have never 
| participated in the slave-trade, and re. 
gard it, as is by no means unnatural jp 
their circumstances, with the utmost 
abhorrence. One or two instances are 
known where they have visited attempts 
to enslave their people with signal ven. 
geance. It is difficult to define the 
limits and extent of their country. Per. 
haps the most westerly border of what 
‘is known as the Pangwe territory was 
within one hundred and fifty miles of 
the coast, and from thence it may ex. 
tend many hundred miles into the inte. 
rior, and possibly spread itself over a 
large portion of the south side of the 
Mountains of the Moon. Their country 
is represented as immensely populous, 
but T could not learn that they had any 
‘very large or powerful organizations, 
They are aware that vessels visit the 
opposite coast, and they affirm that they 
have seen articles of merchandize 
brought from that quarter. I am in 
clined to think that the Pangwe people 
are migrating in large bodies toward the 
coast. If so the intermediate bushmen, 
weakened as they are by the slave- 
| trade, must inevitably be supplanted. 





| The testimony of these natives whom Mr. 
| Wilson so providentially discovered, has an 
important bearing on the future operations of 
the mission. It has been a favorite hypothesis 
| with modern geographers that the whole inte- 
rior of Africa has a very considerable eleva- 
tion above the sea. While some of its moun- 
| tains may be covered with perpetual snow 
even under the equator, its different ranges 
are supposed to be more remarkable for their 
breadth than for their height, forming, whea 
taken together, an immense plateau, and pre- 
senting toward each coast a succession of ter 
races. This theory is founded upon certain 
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geological appearances, and also upon the tes- 
timony of those explorers who have found, as 
they left the ocean, that the country soon be- 
me uneven and elevated. 

Should this hypothesis be confirmed, and 
should the character and condition of the in- 
habitants dwelling in the inte1ior be such as 
Mr. Wilson’s informants would lead us to ex- 
pect, there is every reason to believe that sta- 
tions may hereafter be selected which will be 
admirably suited to missionary operations. 
The country will be pleasant and healthful ; 
and the people, untainted by the vices of | 
civilization, will first know the white man, not | 
as the avaricious trader, not as the fomenter 
of strife, confusion, and bloodshed, but as the 
minister of peace and the herald of mercy. 

It is a fact worthy of especial notice, that in 
consequence of the supposed unhealthiness of | 
the regions lying under the equator, the atten- | 
tion of explorers has been turned away from | 
the Gaboon ; and it may be reserved for the 
missionary, in the prosecution of his benevo- 
lent enterprise, to penetrate a continent which 
has hitherto been so effectually closed. 


ca 








Return to Nydgd—Jugglery—Mode of 
reaching the Interior. 


During Toko’s stay with Kobangai he re- 
ceived a message from Nyaga, informing him | 
that he must come back at once and settle the 
palaver, or his captured townsmen would be | 
sold as slaves. Having returned to Nyaga, 
he found that the dispute could not be adjust- 
ed without a further delay, during which Mr. 
Wilson became the spectator of the following 


scene. 





Toko inquired of me somewhat jo- 


house, flew across the open square, and 
then disappeared in an adjoining grove. 
Soon she came dashing back, trailing in 
each hand a long green vine, and as she 
passed within a few feet of me, I was 
fully satisfied of what 1 suspected at the 
first sight, that she was in a violent 
paroxysm of delirium; and upon in- 
quiry I learned that she had been drink- 
ing the decoction of the bark of a tree, 
which was, no doubt, a powerful nar- 
cotic. The old women, however, had 
well nigh done serious mischief in this 
instance by giving too large a dose; and 
it required more than half of them to 
hold her in the house where they were 
performing their incantations. All this 
was preparatory to calling up the devil, 
;and when the young woman sunk into 
| stupor and exhaustion, it was confident- 
jly announced that he was about to make 
| his appearance. 

The musicians took their station ; the 
women and children stood where they 
could make a speedy retreat; those of 
the men who had knives unsheathed 
them, those who held spears grasped 
them witha firm hold. In short every 
thing was done to give him a befitting 
reception. The scampering of men, 
women, and children from that quarter 
|of the town where he usually makes 
\his appearance, sent a thrill along the 
|whole line of spectators. Every eye 
was fixed and every heart palpitated ; 
the drummers forgot to beat their drums, 
and some old women were flying away 
without having caught the first glimpse. 
Finally his majesty stood in propria 
seg before us. It was enough. 

very few took the second look. The 
old women who supposed that they had 














cosely, if 1 would go with him to a vil- || been instrumental in raising him were 
lage near by and see the devil raised. || foremost in the flight. The drummers 
Thad too much curiosity to decline the || threw down their drums without having 
proposition, and without further inquiry |! given them a single stroke. The men 
or ceremony followed him through a } who were too courageous to run entered 
dense grove to the spot. On our arrival || the naerest houses, and bolted the doors 
we found a good many spectators as-'| after them. Even my friend Toko, 
sembled in an open square, in the midst |/though he did not exactly know how, 
of whom were twelve or fifteen haggard || found himself in doors. In short, his 
old women, performing some kind of | infernal majesty, with the exception of a 
conjurations with a frantic young Wo- || few brave spirits, was master of the 
man, whom they had decked out in|| square, and there at his leisure and 
green leaves, and all sorts of weeds. || with no ordinary complacency, perform- 
The performers were somewhat dis-/ ed for the entertainment of those who 


concerted by our unexpected appear- | dared to steal a glance at him through 


ance, and rushed helter-skelter into an|! the crevices of a bamboo wall, or from 
adjoining house. Seats were furnished, |) behind a thick bush. 

however, and an assurance was given The object which presented itself 
that his infernal majesty would make || was a perfect personification of what 
his appearance in due time. After!! one wala suppose to be an African’s 
waiting some fifteen minutes, the young || idea of the devil. It was a tall man, 
Woman just mentioned darted out of the || mounted on a pair of high stilts, the 
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whole figure being ten feet or more ,,on the Gaboon, should be to impart the 
high. His body and legs were so com- || knowledge of the truth to the natives in the; 
pletely enveloped as to conceal every || immediate vicinity ; these, it is hoped - 
thing except his black cloven feet. He || soon become efficient helpers in carryin, = 
wore a long loose gown, the sleeves of | gospel to the tribes in the interior, 8 the 
which were tied over the hands so as to || , 
give them the appearance of mutilated We are confirmed in this expectation 
stumps. Over his face he wore a mask _ by the history of the Wesleyan Mission 
which, for hideousness, could scarcely || 0" the Gold coast. As soon as the jp. 
be surpassed. The face was about two fluence of Christianity began to be felt 
feet long and half as wide, ornamented | by the inhabitants immediately aroung 
with a profusion of feathers of all colors, || the forts, they carried it with them oy 
chalk, red-dye, ete. their trading excursions to distant parts 
He was not long permitted to enjoy ||f the interior. Prayer meetings wer 
an exclusive monopoly of attention.||established wherever they went, which 
Another devil, a dwarf in size, and) were made instrumental in awakenj 
much more furious in his actions, rush- || attention to the subject of religion. The 
ed into the square. He carried in his |; Way was thus prepared for the mission. 
hand a glittering sword which he wield-||2ty, Where previously it would haye 
ed in a menacing manner towards those been hardly safe for him to venture. 


. ° y - > itu 
who had dared to remain in the pre- } We have a community around us ye 
similar in their habits, character, anj 


sence of his more stately compeer ; he || 
threw it at one man who was somewhat , general pursuits; and may we not, re. 
tardy in getting out of his way, but did || nf ng upon the blessing of God, expect 
it so awkwardly that no one could doubt |, tem to become efficient pioneers in g 
his intention to miss him. One of two || Similar work? The African is a social 
Pangwe men who had accompanied us being. He is never satisfied until he 
thus far down the river, maintained his || has made known to others whatever jg 
ground with signal firmness, and when || 2€W and interesting to himself. Chris. 
his companion was about to fly, he re- |) Vanity reveals to him many strange and 
roached him sharply for his cowardice, | wonderful things. It spreads out be. 
- asking him if it was any thing*more || fore his mind a world of new truths, and 
than aman from which he was about || his first impulse is, to go and rehearse 
to run, and if he did not hold in his ||to others what he himself has leamed, 
hand a spear that could do as much ex- || Now if these truths are applied to his 
ecution as the sword of the pretended |, conscience by the Spirit of God and 
devil. After remaining on the ground a|/ Made effectual to the renewal of his 
few minutes both of these characters | heart, what intensity of feeling will be 
retired, intending I suppose to open a) awakened in his mind in behalf of his 
new scene ; but Toko, unwilling to ex- benighted countrymen ? 
pose his own courage to another test, ||* Mr. Wilson thinks that the Gaboon . 
and feeling some uneasiness on account || . Peop 
- are better fitted to act as pioneers of Chris- 


1 
|| tianity than any other inhabitants of Westen 


of my want of reverence for these su-| 
pernatural beings, came to me and pro-|| ~.. 
I || Africa. Although they appear to be physical- 
;| ly inferior to the Pangwe people, in respect 


posed that we should leave, to which 
to knowledge and civilization they are much 


assented. 

At length the controversy which had occa- || in advance, not only of the interior tribes, but 
sioned the expedition was adjasted and the || of those along the coast for hundreds of miles 
party returned. Mr. Wilson observes that) jn either direction. If, therefore, they canbe 
the whole amount of money in dispute did || brought under the influence of education and 
not exceed fifty dollars ; and what could have | religion, they will become invaluable helpers 
been settled in two hours by men accustomed || to the missionary. 
to business, occupied them more than twice || Mr. Wilson supposes the new station to 
as many days. But he felt himself indemni- || be quite as healthy as Cape Palmas. Indeed 
fied in some measure for this delay, by the |, his own health has improved since his re 
opportunity it gave him to study African char- || moval. 
acter, customs, habits of business, etc. He!) The officers of those British vessels of war 
places the highest point to which he ascended, | which have visited the Gaboon have shown 
at the distance of about seventy miles from his || him much kindness. Governor McLean, of 
residence. | Sierra Leone, has also afforded him many 

Mr. Wilson supposes that the first aim of || facilities in the prosecution of his enter 
the missionaries now commencing operations || prise. 
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Southern Africa. 


LETTER FROM DOCT. ADAMS. 


War between the English and Boers— 
Effect on the Mussion—Encourage- 
ment to Persevere. 


Tar Herald for February of the present year 
contained Mr. Lindley’s account of the recent 





war between the English and the Boers at 
Natal, which issued in the subjection of the 
latter to the British government. After giving 
the particulars of this contest more in detail | 
than Mr. Lindley had done, Doct. seed 
makes the following remarks upon its effects 
on the mission. 


This short season of warfare was to | 
usone of anxiety and trial. We were | 
not in personal danger, however, neither 
were we seriously molested in our work ; 


| 
on this account we have reason thank- | 


fully to acknowledge the goodness of | 

We were within hearing of the 
fire of the combatants, and at night our | 
sleep was often disturbed by the dis-| 
charge of artillery. From the mission- | 
house, we had a view of the landing of 
the troops and the retaking of the Point, | 
which was eilected on the Sabbath, | 
soon after we had closed the services of 
the day. Previous to the commence- 
ment of the war, the state of things at 
this station remained much as when I 
made my last report. During the war 
we prosecuted our labors as usual, with 
the exception of the day school; this 
we found it necessary to suspend, as 
Mrs. Adams’ health would not allow 
her to continue it, and much of my time 
was necessarily occupied in attendance 
upon the sick and wounded. 

The excitement caused by the war 
has now, in a good degree, subsided ; 
the day-school has been lately resumed, 
and our prospects are as encouraging as 
ever. We cannot speak of many souls 
hopefully converted to God, or of many 
who are anxiously inquiring alter the 
way of lite. We believe, however, that 
the knowledge of divine truths is in- 
creasing among the people, and that 
they feel an increasing interest in these | 
truths. We believe also that the gospel 
is manifestly exerting a restraining in- 
fluence upon them. 

The woman whom I mentioned in my 
last report continues to give pleasing 
evidence of being truly born again. 
She was the wife of a chief of consid-, 
erable consequence, head of the Ama-' 


VOL. XXXIX. 





quabi tribe; she is a person of consid- 
erable intelligence, and possesses con- 
siderable influence with the remnant of 
her nation living in this vicinity. Though 
advanced in years, she is much inter- 
ested in learning to read, and has made 
considerable progress. As she lives in 
our family, we have had a good oppor- 
tunity of observing her conduct, and to 
us she appears to be a humble and de- 
voted child of God. 


The following description of the field which 
is open to missionary effort in the vicinity of 
Port Natal, accords perfectly with the testi- 
mony of Mr. Lindley, as contained in the 
communication already referred to. “Few 
missionaries in Sotth Africa,” says the latter, 
“have immediate access to so large a number 
of people as Doct. adams.” The opinion of 
Mr. Lindley respecting temperance also agrees 
with that expressed at the close of the sub- 
jomed extract. 


In respect to the encouragements 
which we have to continue our labors, I 
have but little to say in addition to what 
I have already written. I will, however, 
make a few statements in regard to this 
portion of the field. 

That part of this region which is 
most densely populated lies immediate- 
ly around Port Natal, from the Umgeni 
river on the northeast to the [lovu on 
the southwest. This territory, which is 
about twenty-five miles long by eight 
or ten broad, contains, as we judge, 
8,000 inhabitants. From the Lovu to 
the Umzimkulu river, which is about a 
hundred miles southwest from Natal, 
and to the distance of twenty miles in- 
land, there are — as many people 
as in the above named territory around 
Natal. Still farther inland, near the 
sources of the rivers to the Kuahlamba 
| mountains, I infer, from the best infor- 
' mation I can obtain, that there are as 
|many more ; making in all a population 
‘of 24,000 in this region of country. 
| Most of the people living around the 
| Bay, and from this to the Umzimkulu 
,along the coast, formerly composed a 
part of the Zulu nation, having emigrat- 
jed at different times from the com- 
|mencement of Dingaan’s reign, to the 
|present time. They are the remnants 
of several tribes, with hereditary kings 
|or chiefs whom they acknowledge, but 
who possess very little authority or con- 
sequence, being themselves, as well as 
| their people, subject to white men. 

These people, as you have been in- 
formed, are entirely accessible. Most, 
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if not all of them, understand the char- |, 
acter and objects of missionaries, and | 
have more or less knowledge of the na- | 
ture of the instructions which they | 
communicate. Perhaps there are no)! 
savage tribes over whom a missionary || 
may exert’a greater influence. 

It is not certain that all of these peo- || 
ple will continue to occupy the country | 
in which they now live. We consider | 
it quite probable that those living in the | 
vicinity of the Bay, will be required to 
remove to a greater distance from it; 
but we have reason to believe, that the 
English government will deal justly and 
liberally with them, and I see no proba- 
bility that they will be less favorably 
situated for missionary operations than 
they now are. 

In respect to the Zulu country, I 
would only say that I regard it as still, 
open and accessible. Experience, how- | 
ever, has taught us the importance of | 
making it a first object to secure the 
confidence of the king, who will natu-_ 
rally regard any one with distrust and 
jealousy, who shall have much to do 
with his people, unless he is in some 
degree acquainted with his character 
and desigus. A prudent and devoted | 
missionary, favorably situated for the 
purpose, would, it appears to me, be 
able in a short time to vain his confi- 
dence and favor; and afterwards he 
might conduct his operations on as ex- 
tensive a scale as our means would al- 
low. Doubtless there will be obstacles 
enough to encounter, and some time || 
may elapse before the people will be as , 
accessible as those in this region. It is | 
proper to mention that Umpandi has} 
never, to our knowledge, expressed an | 
unwillingness to have missionaries live 
in his country. 


Syria. 


TE. TTER FROM MR. SMITH. 


State of Syr i—Rerolutions on Mount 
Lebanon—Conditwi of the Druzes. 


In the last Annual Report, it was remarked 
that the circumstances of the Syrian mission || 
were “such as to be very trying to the faith of 
the Board and of the mission itself. Some of 
the younger missionaries wrote under feelings 
of great discouragement and apprehension, in 
respect to the course of events and the results 
of their labors.” In consequence of this state 
of things, inquiries were addressed to the 
missionaries, not so much to satisfy the Pru-: 
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dential Committee as to the expediency of 
continuing the operations of the Board a 
that field, as to ascertain the actual State ang 
prospects of the mission 

Mr. Smith, in answering the inquiries gl. 
ready alluded to, has bestowed particular gt. 


;tention upon the frequent revolutions Which 


have afilicted Syria within the last thie 
years. With the exception of the change ef. 
fected by the allied powers in 1540—by whic, 
that country was detached from the gover. 
ment of Egypt, and made directly subject 1) 
the sultan at Constantinople—all these revo. 
lutions have been confined to Mount Lebanon 


and its immediate vicinity. That the arrange. 


‘ment of the allied powers has left the country 


in a worse condition than they found it, Mr 


Smith regards as very manifest. Stil] h, 


maintains that Christians command more pe. 


spect, and are much better protected in the; 
persons and property, than when he first joined 
the mission. ‘There is hardly a leading power 
in Europe that throws so few obstacles in the 
way of missionary etlort as the government of 
Turkey. Ifstations had been commenced at 
Damascus, Tripoli, Aleppo, etc., as recom. 
mended by the mission before its operations 
on Mount Lebanon were contemplated, they 


| might have been prosecuting their work g 


the present time, Mr. Smith believes, undis. 
turbed by the commotions which have recent. 
ly occurred. 

His opinion respecting those changes which 
are more local in their character will be given 
in his own language. 


We come now to revolutions on Mount 
Lebanon. These have exerted a very 
influence on our labors, 
By occupying the minds of the people 
they have interfered with the successful 
preaching of the gospel. Indeed they 
have occupied ow: own minds so as to 
interfere, to some extent, with the dis. 
charge of our regular duties. But this 
is the only way in which the proper la- 
bors of the Beyroct station have been in- 
terrupted since the summer of 1840. 
Our safety has not been endangered; 
our congregation has not been broken 
up, our press has not been affected, our 
schools have not been disturbed. 

Upon our plans for the benefit of the 
Mountains these changes have hai 
more influence. The uncertainty they 
have created, has rendered the invest- 
ment of the funds, necessary for forming 
permanent establishments there, unsaie 
and injudicious. And this, in my esti- 
mation, has been their worst effect. We 
have been unable to provide the tene- 
ments requisite for a mountain station ; 
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for the same reason we have been pre- , 
yented from removing our seminary }! 
thither, which has been in conseyuence | 
ded. 
— plans for the Druzes have like- | 
wise been interrupted, and thus many 
bright hopes have been disappointed. 
But this has been effected, not by them, 
but by an influence foreign to their sect. 
They still remain the same people—a 
body of nominal Mohammedans in the 
heart of Turkey, disgusted to an ex- 
treme with their moslea rulers and 
their religion, and regarding us as their 
best friends. With nearly all their 
chiefs we are on friendly terms. The, 
common peuple are very extensively ac- | 
uainted with us, and we have had no 
intimation that their feelings toward us 
have changed. Those of them who de- 
vised the plan for schools a year or 
two ago, still cliug to the idea, aud 
they have lately reviewed their ptopo- 
sitiuns, sanctioned again by their highest 
sheikhs. That their call for schools was 
formerly, or is now, wholly a political 
movemeut I do not believe; aud it is 
not at all improbable that when the in- 
timidating presence of the pasha is re- 
moved, we shall have opportunity for an, 
extensive system of education among! 
them. True, this movement, except in 
individual cases, was largely tinged ; 
with political motives. This we kuew | 
at the time, and did not fail to declare it. 
fully and distincly. The interest which 
we felt, and endeavored tu excite in 
others, grew out of the fact that we 
found here, in this Mohammedan laud, 
so lage a body of people, whatever 
were their motives, to whom we could 
proclaim the truths of the gospel. Our 
hope was jounded, nut on Woai they al- 
ready were, but on what, by the blessing 
of God, they might become. Tlis hope 
Ihave not abandoned. A Draze, wher- 
ever you find him, unless he is imtimi- 
dated by the sword of a Mohammedan 
magistrate, is an accessible man. He 
will listen to what you have to say, and 
he has no scruples to prevent his attend- 
ingyour Worship. But our labors among 
them, as at home, must be for individ- 
ual conversiuus, by the quiet and serip- 
tural exhubition of truth, and should not , 
be directed at their sudden national con- 
version, by some great political mea- 
sure. Such a measure may comport | 
with the principles of a national church, 
but not with those of missionaries sent 
forth by the sous of the Puritans. : 
Again, in the revolutions on the 
mountaius, neither we nor our labors, 
have been particularly aimed at by the 


that we 
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government or people. At the first ap- 
pointment of the pasha, two of our 
schools were indeed closed; but they 


were closed, not by a Druze, but by a 


Mohammedan emir, and, in all that was 
said agaiust our schools on the moun- 
tains, they were called English, in a 
way that convinced us that it was the 
political influence of contemplated Eng- 
lish schools which was dreaded. 

Other schools experienced no inter- 
ference from government. One exists 
now, established expressly for the 
Druzes, aud attended by a number of 
them, at the capital of one of their 
sheikhdoms—the very place where a 
moslem teacher has been instructing 
the people in Mohammedanism, and 
circumeising the children. Not long 
ayo we received a petition for a school 
from another large village of Druzes, 
where we formerly had one, but which 
had been suspended because of the un- 
faithfulness of the teacher. And since 
{ commenced this letter, | have receiv- 
ed a communication from a sheikh in 
another village, urgently begging fora 
school, saying that all the inhabitants, 
both Druzes and Christians, desired it, 
and that he would send his own brother. 
And still later, letters have come in, re- 
questing schools in two other villages. 
From christian villages, also, we have 
had several applications; and had not 
the appropriation for operations among 
the mountains been designed exclusive- 
ly for the Druzes, we should have 
returned a favorable answer. At the 
proper time for seeking a summer resi- 
dence on the mountains, although much 
opposition had been shown to European 
intercourse with the mountaineers, we 
established ourselves in three villages, 
and heard not a word from the public 
authorities during the whole season. 
Au English merchant, who happened to 
be seeu by the pasha in another vil- 
lage, Was very unceremoniously ordered 
down; but we remained unnoticed, 
though it must have been well known 
were there. Doct. DeForest 
aud myself travelled throughout the 


_ Druze part of the mountain, and visited, 


or saw, neatly every village and hamlet, 
passing once by the very door of the 
pasha’s palace at Bteddin. The former 
was called to visit professionally five 
different families of sheikhs, in diilereat, 
and, in some cases, distant villages ; 
and at our house he saw about four 
thousand patients, among whom were 
several from Bteddin itself, officers in 
the pasha’s irregular troops. The latter 
part of the season 1 asked a sheikh, 
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who had spent the summer at Bteddin, 

how it was, that, with all the pasha’s|| 
jealousy of Europeans, he had not no-/| 
ticed us. He replied that when we | 
first removed, the pasha inquired about || 
us of several Druze sheikhs who were || 
with him, himself among the rest, and || 
was told that we were not political men, 
but Americans, whose influence was 
wholly good without evil. The pasha 
was very particular to satisfy himself 
that we were Americans, and then said 
we might be let alone, no harm would | 
come of us. When we recollect that 
this pasha is a European, brought up in 
the Austrian service, and must have un- 
derstood perfectly who missionaries are, 
all this certainly appears very remark- 
able. 

Finally, when the late disturbances 
broke out, the day before we intended 
to come down, and while the battle was 
going on in our sight, I sent to the lead- 
er of the rebellion on one side, and to the 
Serasker pasha on the other. From the 
former we. received permission to take 
all the animals of the village, if they 
were needed, to carry us and our effects 
safely down, while the latter gave an 
order that no one should disturb us on, 
the way. So starting at midnight, we 
wound our way silently but safely down | 
the sides of the mountain, and reached 
our home in the plain in the morning. | 
And as evidence of the confidence of, 
the people, both in our safety and hon- 
esty, allow me to add that they sent’ 
down with us, and subsequently, about 
four thousand dollars worth of raw silk— 
most of which is still in my house for 
safe keeping—without any receipt, and | 
much of it without even a mark. 

These revolutions, moreover, are to be 
regarded as incident to the transition 
state in which Syria has been since the 
revolution of 1840. Before that time, it 
was under one government; since then 
it has come under another. The latter 
has not yet tully carried out its system 
of administration. It is evidently aim- 
ing at something not yet accomplished. 
And shail we, merely from the distur- 
bances incident to this state of change, 
judge unfavorably of the country as a 
permanent field for missions, without 
waiting to see what ultimate arrange- 
ments the government will make, or 
whether it will be able to make any ! 
Such a course seems to me wholly in- 
consistent with the perseverance and 
far-reaching wisdom which should char- 
acterize every great undertaking. When. 
tempted to take such a step myself, 1, 
seem to hear my Savior say to me, “He: 
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that putteth his hand to the plough 
looketh back, is not fit for the cen 
which [ have called him ” 


Effects of the Recent Changes—Pros 
of the Mission—Inguirers, iis 


We have considered these revolutions 
in their progress. Let us look at them 
now in their results. Or rather, taking 
a wider range, let us compare briefy 
the past with the present, in reference 
to the circumstances of our mission 
When I arrived here in 1827, ec¢ lesias. 
tical authority was very powerful, espe. 
cially in Mount Lebanon, where, in all 
that related to us, the civil power was 
subservient to it. Asaad esh Shidiak 


was just then thrown into the patriarchs 


prison, where he subsequently died g 
martyr. Mr. Goodell was forbidden to 
yo to the mountain for a summer’s reg}. 
dence. Mr. Bird, having gone, Was 
stoned out of it. Our schools on the 
mountain were every where broken up. 
The Scriptures we distributed were eg}. 
leeted and burnt, and the people had 
soldiers quartered upon them for having 
received them. Under the Egyptian 
government this power was restricted, 
Yet lay papal influence continued ye 

great. The chief secretary of the moun. 
tain government was a papist, anda de. 
clared enemy ; not to say that the ruling 
family were themselves Maronites, an 
determined that we should obtain no 
footing in the mountains ; while through- 
out the country, the Christians highest 
in office were papists. Every where 
that sect had the ear of government. 
Under the present administration the 
patriarch attempted to regain more than 
his wonted power. At Constantinople 
he laid a plan for our expulsion, by or- 
der of the sultan; in the mountains he 
made every effort with rulers and peo- 
ple to drive us out by abuse and force; 
while, at the same time, he was evi- 


dently aiming to become the temporal, as 


he was the spiritual ruler, of his people. 

How changed is the state of things 
at the present time. The scheme at 
Constantinople was frustrated, and te- 
sulted only in giving occasion to our 
vovernment to throw over us the ample 
shield of its protection. Through the 
country, generally, we hear nothing of 
papal influence in high places. In the 
mountain the patriarch is politically 
dead. Even in ecclesiastical affairs, we 
have hardly heard from him, in connee- 
tion with our operations, for a year. In 
the mean time, we have spent a sum- 
mner among the mountains, travelled ex- 
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tensively, established schools, preached | 
to his people there as well as in Bey- | 

distributed books among them, and 
— our book-distributer repeatedly | 
through the heart of his country—where | 
he has even disposed of many of Mr. 
Bird’s letters—and yet not a lisp of op- 

sition from the patriarch has reached | 
ys. Indeed only a few days ago, we 
had an application for Syriac Scriptures 
to supply his colleges, the application 
peing made with his approbation. 


Some months ago, serious results were ap- 
nrehended from the efforts of certain Moham- 
I 


medan missionaries to the Druzes, especially 
gs they were supported by a pasha. But their | 
introduction was only a ruse of a few high 
sheikhs, having the approbation neither of the 
initiated nor of the common people. The 
whole affair has proved a complete failure. | 
| 


Ina word, [can affirm without hesi- | 
tation, that I have never known the 
country so open to our labors as at the | 
resent time. Our schools, with the sin- | 
gle exception of the two or three among | 
the Druzes already alluded to, have met | 
with no opposition for a year. Our! 
press is in ull operation, without cen- 
sorship and without opposition. For | 
our books there has been a greater de- 
mand than in any previous year. Our 
distributor goes freely wherever he 
chooses. We have a book-store in one 
of the most public parts of the town, 
which has been visited by very many 
high officers of government, including 
the serasker himself, and by people of 
all classes; and we have yet to hear 
the first lisp of complaint against it. 
For a long time no one has been perse- 
cuted for professing our religion. In 
fact, | regard protestantism at Beyroot 
as having gained the point of a tacit 
toleration. 

Our congregation here continues un- 
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interrupted ; and on the mountain during 
the summer I had a daily service, at 
which there were from ten to fifty hear- 
ers. If it be objected that they come 
from worldly motives, I ask what are 
the motives of impenitent hearers at 
home? If it be said that no conversions 
have taken place, I reply that we have 
lately had two interesting additions to 
ourchureh ; and had our prayers been 
as earnest and believing as they should 
have been, we should doubtless have 
had many more. There has been a 
failure here. The truth, [ do believe, is 
faithfully exhibited ; and so deep is my 
conviction of the paramount importance 
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of this branch of labor, that were all our 
other labors suspended, I should love to 
hold on, and wear out in the simple 
preaching of the gospel. I do nothing 
that interests me so much, nothing that 
gives me such unalloyed satisfaction. 

The field is not only open, but our ac- 
quaintance in it is very widely extend- 
ed. Often, if we will see our visitors, 
we have hardly half an hour to vur- 
selves from morning tonight. Is it said 
that they come from curiosity, or other 
worldly motives? I answer, in no coun- 
try do men inquire after the truth till 
they know something about it. We 
should rejoice at their willingness to 
come for any reason ; and when they are 
with us, we should do our duty to them 
faithfully. 

But as it is, we are not destitute of 
religious inquirers. What do you say 
to such cases as the following? Several 
young men of Bhamdin have spent 
hour after hour with me this summer, 
and since we came down, in the closest 
religious conversation, until they under- 
stand the truth and seem to be con- 
vinced of it. The leading Syrian catho- 
lic priest of Damascus, after examining 
our books for four or five years, and be- 
coming disgusted with the ungodly 
lives of the high clergy, leaves his 
church ; and, in order to be more thor- 
oughly instructed, comes here with his 
brother, where he has been for a month 
or six weeks, asking neither support nor 
protection, assuring us, at the same 
time, that there are many respectable 
men in Damascus who sympathize more 
or less with us in sentiment. Two or 
three young men, one a graduate of Ain 
Warkah college, visit us frequently from 
Kesrawan—the strong hold of the Ma- 
ronites—apparently for nothing but re- 
ligious conversation. They are full of 
zeal for protestantism, and never go 
back without taking some of our bocks 
for distribution. Their project, which is 
one of their own suggestion, is to go on 
quietly until some five hundred or a 
thousand adopt their views, when they 
will be sufficiently numerous to make 
themselves respected as declared pro- 
testants. They already count some 
twelve or fifteen who agree with them, 
including the sheikh of their village. 
In the same region we have heard of 
another company of ten or fifteen, who 
are in the habit of meeting together for 
religious discussion. A few days ago a 
stranger came in from Kesrawan, bring- 
ing some geological specimens. His 
first remark on presenting them was, 


29% 








246 


that they were from the country of “the 
beast.” This led to a conversation 
which showed that he was full of dis- 
satisfaction with the papal hierarchy. 
In these cases there is not that evidence | 
of the work of the Spirit upon the heart 
which we wish to see. 
therefore, at once give them up, and the | 
country too, as hopeless? Shall we not | 
rather take encouragement to pray the | 
more earnestly for the Holy Spirit to) 
descend upon the people, and give suc- | 
cess to our labors ? | 
Amount of Labor hitherto bestowed—| 
Character of the Native Converts. | 
Is it said that the mission has been | 
long established, and yet the conver-| 
sions have been very few, showing a_ 
great loss of labor? I ask, in reply, 
what labor? Has it after all been so 
disproportioned to the results? The 
means highest in the scale of efficiency | 
for the conversion of souls, in every | 
country, is oral instruction, especially | 


. | 
formal preaching. Now how much of, 


Before | 


this has there been in Syria? 
Mr. Bird could engage in it, Mr. Fisk 
was called away by death. I had hard- 
ly been preaching in Arabic a year, 
when Mr. Bird left for America. Mr. | 
Thomson had but just preached his 
first sermon, when my family was broken 
up and I became a wanderer. Since | 
then we have both been here together | 
but a few months at a time until the) 
last year. And these are all the Arabic | 
reachers we have had at our station. | 
n the mean time we have all been) 
away, once for nearly two years at Mal- | 
ta, and again for a while at Cyprus. | 
And when here, so many other cares | 
have we had, that a single sermon on. 
the Sabbath has been, for most of the | 
time, all the formal preaching that has | 
been done. Add to this a weekly prayer | 
meeting for six or seven months in the, 
year. 


The following remarks are in reply to cer- 
tain inquiries respecting the christian charac- | 
ter and steadfaswmess of the native converts. 


Inconsistences there have indeed | 
been. But may I not give these breth- || 


| 


ren a mouth that they may utter their’ 
own apology? They would say, “For 
a long time, a single missionary was 
left to attend to nearly all the business 
of the station, except what was con- 
nected with the seminary, and often we_ 
had not the pastoral care that we need- 
ed. Then came a season of war, and ' 
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But shall we, || 


| zeal languish ¢” 
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,our teachers, taking refuge on 

their ships, left us without a counsello 
|in times of confusion and distress = 
we fell out among ourselves, When 
be} returned, besides that there wag 
| still but one to take most of the cares of 
the station, other interests claimed g9 
much attention, that we were overlook. 
ed. Then there were the Druzes ab. 
_sorbing all interest and attention, and the 
pastoral care of us, with a due adjust. 
ment of our ecclesiastical affairs, be. 
came a matter of minor consequence 
_In such circumstances, is it wonderful 
that our love should grow cold, and our 
I think you would ap. 


| 


swer, ‘No’ 

And from myself I may add, that jf 
they have halted in the christian course 
the remedy is at hand. I have never 
found faithful instruction and proper 
pastoral care fail of its due effect upon 
them, and in my opinion the basis for 
all our success must be laid here. An 
additional service has been lately open- 
ed for them on Sabbath morning, and a 
prayer-meeting is attended at their 
houses during the week. And now 
/having made up their disagreements, 
they are united again, their religious ine 
terest is greatly revived, and you rarely 
hear at home from uneducated people 
more fervent or appropriate prayers, 
than they offer. While at their houses, 
almost every evening is spent in relig. 
10us conversation or argument with 
those who happen to be with them. 
And on the whole, I hesitate not to say, 
that our native communicants, in most 
cases, when proper pastoral care is be- 


| 


| stowed upon them, and a proper chris- 


tian example is set before them, would 
stand fair in our churches at home. 


Employment of Native Christians—Con- 
sequences of abandoning Syria. 


In the last Annual Report there is an allusion 
‘to the mercenary influence of giving employ- 
ment and support to native converts. It is 
there intimated that there was probably some 
error in this respect in the earlier period of the 
"Syrian mission The following statement will 
show how far this error has been corrected. 


We salary no sinecures, nor do we 
support pensioners. We have indeed 
employed several of our converts, but it 
was because their services were needed, 
and they could serve us better than 
others. And after all there have not 
been enough of them. For the last 
year or two we have given poor old 
Carabet a pittance, to keep him from 
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starvation, without having any thing for | by the revolutions that are occurring 


him todo. We have from time to time | 
dismissed some from our employ, who | 
have in consequence found it very dif- 

ficult to live. I 
may have felt aggrieved, not one has 
ever gone back to his old communion. 
In fact we have had but a single in- 
stance of a relapse of that kind from any 
cause. 





Mr. Smith considers the Syrian mission | 
not inferior in promise to any in Western | 
asia. With the same amount of labor and | 
with equal devotedness, he would expect | 
more important results. Having in view the 
mere prospect of usefulness, he would ex- | 


But, however much they 1 


| could imagine. 


around me, I am interested in them, as 
forerunners of that great event. And I 
often think, the more frequent and the 
greater they are, the more ground for 
hope. When I came back to Syria, I 
knew that I was not coming to a land of 
quiet. I expected that if I lived only a 
few years, | should see the downfall of 
‘Mohammedan power. That this would 
occur without confusion and war, no one 
I expected to encoun- 
ter wars and rumors of wars, perhaps 
personal danger and death. And at the 


first alarm shall I turn my back and 


flee? On the contrary, I pray for grace 
to stand firm to my post while the ram- 


change his present field for no other. = of this great superstition are crum- 


And this is the field respecting which 
we are called upon to inquire whether | 
it is best to abandon it. Abandon Syria! | 
itis a thing I had never dreamed of. | 
Not a single missionary principle I have | 
ever adopted could favor such a step. | 
The more I think of it, the more I am || 
amazed at the question. Abandon a|| 


field for which so many ardent prayers | 


ling, and if Iam allowed to be one to 
enter the first breach that is made, I 
shall esteem it an unspeakable privilege, 
more than an equivalent for all the dis- 
appointments and anxieties attendant 
upon the revolutions that lead the way 
to it. 


have been offered ; where so many re-|| LETTER FROM MR. W. M. THOMSON. 


markable providences have delivered us || 


from war, pestilence, and persecution ; || Openings for Missionary Effort—En- 


in the occupation of which have been || 
offered up some of the choicest spirits || 
of the American church! My heart re- | 


couraging and Discouraging Circum- 
stances. 


sponds to the decision of my judgment, || Tue following communication, it will be seen 


and says, NEVER! ‘Let my right hand | 
forget her cunning, if ever | forget thee.’ 
Here may my last days be spent. If 
others will hold on with me, well; if 
not, let me wear out alone. 

Remember, moreover, that in aban- || 
doning Syria you abandon the Arabic || 





at a glance, is a reply to the same inquiries 
which occasioned the preceding letter of Mr. 
Smith. It suggests some additional considera- 
tions against the discontinuance of the Syrian 


| mission. 


I do not think that the mission to 


language. It is the only post you oc- || Syria ought to be abandoned. And far- 
cupy throughout the whole of this im- || ther, I believe that the facts which sus- 
mense region, where that language is|'tain the above opinion will prove that 


spoken. Here you have gained a foot- | 


if there were no mission in Syria, one 


hold. It is at the most favorable point || ought to be forthwith established. 


of attack, contiguous to large bodies of || 


Arab Christians, and heretical Moham- 
medans, who are accessible. The la- 
bor of years has been accomplished in 
gaining experience, forming favorable 
acquaintances, doing away ig ene 
disseminating evangelical truth, the suc- 
cessful commencement of printing ope- 
rations, etc. All this labor is in the 
language of a vast nation of Mohamme- 
dans, the sacred language of the whole 
-_ the language of their prophet. 
And when their power falls it will be so 
much done towards their conversion. 
That this event may happen soon there 
is every reason to believe. In fact, in- 
stead of being alarmed and discouraged 





The whole earth is to be given to 
Christ for his inheritance; and among 
the rest, the 60,000,000 or 100,000,000 
|who either speak, or are more or less 
conversant with the Arabic, must be 
‘converted. And this work, great as it 
is, will be effected by the labors of an 
enlightened ministry, the gradual but 
‘powerful instrumentality of christian 
education, and by the preparation and 
general diffusion of religious books. 
_The extension of commerce, the influ- 
ence of political revolutions, the con- 
quests of christian nations, can do noth- 
ing to promote the object, except by re- 
‘moving obstacles and preparing the 
‘field for the appointed instrumentalities, 
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The above statement will not, I ap- 
prehend, be controverted by Christians 
generally, And it will also be granted, 
that itis the duty of the church to set 
about the conversion of these millions 
as soon as God opens the way, and to 
prosecute the work to the utmost of her 
ability. And it seems to me to follow, 
as a legitimate inference, that if there 
can be found a field, where but one of 
the three great departments of labor for 
the conversion of the Arab race can for | 
the present be conducted, it would be | 
the duty of the church to enter it, and | 
coutinue to labor there to the extent of | 
her resources. But if a place can be 
found where all three can - commence: | 
ed, and carried on simultaneously, the | 


argument is complete and unassailable. || 


And such a field is Syria. 

The gospel can be preached by the’ 
living ambassador of Jesus Christ, and 
by as many of them as have the heart 
aud the tongue to do it, in Beyroot, Je- 
rusalem, Damascus, Tripoli, Hamath, 
Aleppo, and in the multitude of towns 
and villages in Lebanon aud throughout 
the country. [ speak neither at random, 
nor Without reflection. [ know it to be 
a fact, that throuzhout the country, with 
but partial exceptions, even foreign mis- 
siouaries can visit, and receive at their 
own houses, this perishing people, and 
preach the gospel to them; and the 
strength of a giant may be exhausted in 
this work. 
I believe in nearly all other places in 
the country, there need be no other 
limit to this kind of labor, than what is 
found in the strength, time, and zeal of 
the laborer. There are not, it is true, 
large churches in which to preach; but 
in most places, companies may be col- 
lected regularly in such houses as we 
have, and the gospel publicly and for- 
mally announced, as in our own coun- 
try. 

There is another way in which we 
may, and in fact are now publishing the 
gospel. It is the system of colporteurs 
or book-distributers. We have at Bey- 
root a bold, efficient, and pious man, | 
who distributes books over a very large! 
surface, extending as far as Damascus. | 


Mr. Whiting has done something in the | 
same way, and another is stationed at| 
Tripoli. By this means the Bible, and) 
the best books we have been able to’ 
prepare, are = widely circulated, and | 
the gospel proclaimed to a multitude of 
people by intelligent and pious natives. | 
And we are endeavoring to secure the 
services of the best qualified person we 
have in the mission to conduct this de-| 


Syria:—Letter from Mr. W. M. Thomson. 


In Beyroot, in Lebanon, and | 


I] 


J UNE, 


partment of labor in Aleppo. And ag 
soon as we have the men and the 
means, we ought to station them in qjj 
the chief towns in the country. 

This shows clearly that we have 
open field for the press; and there jg 
scar*ely a country in the world where 
it is more unshackled than in Syria 
Indeed [ know of but two or three goy. 
ernments on earth where it is so Tee 
We may in fact print just what we 
lease. The government has not yet 
interfered with our press in any wa 
whatever. It may change its liberal 
policy ; but hitherto it has let us alone 
altogether, and “sufficient unto the day 
is the evil thereof.” Whether we are 
now making the best use of our liberty 
is another question ; but if not, it is no 
fault of the government. 

As to education, we have most of oy; 
common schools still in operation, and 
we have almost daily applications from 
| the mountains to commence new schools 
/notwithstanding the disturbed state of 
|the country. And we are prevented 
| from opening a number merely by the 
want of faithful and competent teachers, 
/and an uncertainty whether we shail 
have funds to support them. And in 
_regard to the seminary, I have heard 
but one sentiment of deep and painful 
| regret at its suspension, from all our na- 
‘tive friends and acquaintances. Had 
we the men to conduct it, the means to 
sustain it, and a suitable location, we 
might immediately have as large an in- 
stitution as we should deem it judicious 
to maintain. On this point I speak 
| without doubt, reserve, or hesitation, 
| If all this can be done, why should 
|| Syria be abandoned ! 

It is true, painfully true, that the 
|minds of the people generally are so 
disturbed by political troubles, that we 
||must not expect the same amount of 
| good to result from our labors as in more 
‘quiet times. It is true, also, that un 
certainty and doubt hang like dark 
| clouds all around our political horizon; 
nor can the keenest vision pierce them. 
No one can tell what troubles are yet in 
store for Syria, nor how long the reign 
of confusion shall last. I do not see 
light on this subject as yet, but rather 
| darkness ; and the longer I look into the 
future and reflect on probabilities, the 
more deeply am I persuaded that order 
and permanent peace will not be estab- 
lished until after the downfall and dis- 
solution of the Turkish government. 
This, however, may be much nearer 
than any of us expect; and in the mean 
time, we may be permitted to labor on 
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without much annoyance, and have the 
work of evangelizing Syria in such a 
state of forwardness, that its progress 
will not be greatly checked by any po- 
jitical changes and revolutions. Nor is 
it improbable that we may be permitted 
to labor unmolested through all the 
commotions that are = to shake the 
country. Particular plans may require | 
to be modified or abandoned, and new , 
ones adopted ; and still the real work | 
may be carried forward. Let this suf- 
fice on the subject of politics. “He 
that observeth the wind shall not sow, 
and he that regardeth the clouds shall | 
not reap.” “In the morning sow thy 
seed, and in the evening withhold not 
thy hand,” ete. 

I cannot agree with those who see 
nothing doing, who discover not a ray 
of light, or a glimmer of hope. A good | 
deal has been done; important opera- | 
tions have been kept up throughout all 
our troubles; and it is not the fault of 
the country, if more has not been accom- | 
plished. We have a good house and a 
permanent establishment in the moun- | 
tains, Which could never have been se- 
cured before; an’ perhaps we have 
preached the gospel, in one way or 
another, to as many people during the 
past as in any former year. Something 
therefore is doing, and has been done. 

But, on the other hand, we have seen 


brighter days—I have at least. We had 


larger congregations three years ago, and 
more strangers to hear us. Then there 
were more serious inquirers, and greater 
interest was felt on the subject of relig- 
ion than has prevailed during the past 
year. Some of the causes are accident- 
al, many of them, I[ trust, are temporary, 
all of them may soon be removed, and 
none of them produce the conviction in 
my mind that we ought to throw down 
our sickles, and run out of the field. 

You will see from the above that I re- 
gard this as a time of trial for our mis- 
sion, such as it has not heretofore been 
called to pass through. But I, by no 
means, think that we could be justified 
in returning our commissions to the 
churches that sent us out, and thus hand 
poor Syria over to the enemy of souls. 
We are not yet ready to shake the dust 
from our feet, and return to the Lord 
with the report that Syria “received us 
not.” Until that time arrives, I shall 
give my vote to remain, eating ~ ‘th’ 
things as are set before us, and _ cach- | 
ing the kingdom of heaven. 


In regard to the employment of native con- || require. 


_ has had but one rule. If their services are re- 
ores, they are employed at a fair, but al- 
ways at a low compensation. They are em- 


|| ployed, moreover, because they will perform 


; the labor which is required better than any 


| other persons in the country. As soon as the 


| occasion for their assistance ceases, their com- 


|| pensation ceases, even though they should be 


| greatly straitened in their pecuniary circum- 
| stances. 

In a letter, dated February Sth, Mr. Thom- 
son says, “I hope we shall be able to do 
something more definite and effectual in the 
mountains than we have hitherto done. lam 
decidedly in favor of venturing more and act- 
ing more vigorously; I think the time, in 
many respects, peculiarly propitious.” 








Bombay. 


LETTER FROM MR. HUME, 


Baptisms— Persecution. 


| Tuts letter, dated February 2d, contains the 

pleasing intelligence that four persons were 
received into the mission church during the 
Of one of them Mr. Hume 
gives the following account. 


' month of January. 


‘| Nantchery is an intelligent young 


/woman, who, for several years, has been 
connected with the family boarding- 
school, first as a scholar, and then as a 
teacher. She has for a long time been 
fully persnaded of the truth of Chris- 
tianity, and she has often been deeply 
interested in the subject of personal 
religion. For some time she had en- 
deavored to persuade herself that she 
might love and serve the Savior without 
publicly professing him before the 
world; or at least that she might pro- 
fess to be a Christian without losing 
caste by being baptized, and receiving 
the Lord’s supper. She wished to re- 
tain caste on account of her aged father, 
who has none to care for him but her- 
self, and who declared that he could not 
live with her should she be baptized. 
In respect to herself she was fully pre- 
pared to endure persecution and shame 
for the sake of Jesus. 

| For some time she remained in this 
state, but her mind was not satisfied ; 
she was not happy. At length her 
views of duty gradually became more 
clear‘and settled, and she felt that she 
'must publicly acknowledge the Savior, 
| whatever sacrifices such a step might 
Since then she has evidently 


verts, Mr. Thomson remarks that the mission!’ experienced much of the consolations 
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of the gospel. Peace and joy havejjreturn to Hindooism, the people wij 
been visible in her countenance. The)|| raise money to make a great atonemen 
promise of receiving “a hundred fold” || for him, and that he shall be restoreg 
seems to have been fulfilled to her. to caste. The teacher of one of the 
schools—a promising young man why 

The reader will learn from the preceding || desires baptism—has been urged to m 
statement what sacrifices the Hindoo is re- linquish his present employment: he 
quired to make when he receives baptism.|| has received the promise of a large 
How strong the claim which he has upon the || school with increased pay. ™ 
sympathy of his brethren in christian lands? 
Another individual, who made a_ public pro- 
fession of his faith in Christ on the 29th of 
January, has been obliged to encounter open 
and violent persecution. He is a young man 
whose name is Casseba. 





Several persons visit the missionaries qj. 
most daily who are apparently interested jg 
their personal salvation. 


' 
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fAadras. 


; ; : LETTER FROM MR. WINSLOW, 
tel or head man of his native village. : 


His brother is partel at the present time. 
He was once in the army; but he was 
soon discharged, having had his leg 
broken accidentally. He receives a 
pension from the government sufficient || 
to support him comfortably. For some || : we 
time past he has taught a school in|) spent three days, assisted by Mr. Smith, in a 
Bombay on his own account. It is}, tent pitched for the purpose near one of the 
nearly three months since he asked to|| ates of the city. During a part of the time, 
be baptized; and since then he has || the demand for books was overwhelming. 
come to us almost daily for instruction. || With many precautions they were generally 
His school was broken up when it was || able to keep the mass of the people outside of 
understood that he was about to become |! the tent; sometimes, however, the place be. 
a Christian. He has suffered much |! came inconveniently full, and each day they 
ersecution, and since his baptism he {| were obliged to suspend their labors sooner 
nas been obliged to take refuge with us. | than they wished, in consequence of the 
By embracing Christianity he gains} erowd of applicants. The books we 
nothing but persecution. 





| 
He belongs to the family of the par- | 
| 


In the communication from which the follow. 
ing extract has been taken, Mr. Winslow 
| states that increased attention has been paid 
/of late to the distribution of the Scriptures 
and other publications. In one instance he 


| 
| 
| 
| 


re usually 

distributed to companies of twenty to one 
I! hundred, who were admitted for the purpose, 
/and addressed at considerable length before 
_ they were dismissed. 


Will the American churches, possessing 


and enjoying all the blessings of the gospel | 
without molestation or interference, withhold 
their charity and recall their missionaries from|; [| have never known the native com- 
their brethren who are exposed to such fiery |, munity of Madras so full of the spirit of 
trials ? inquiry on the subject of Christianity. 
| In many instances it is only for the pur- 

Considerable excitement has been! pose of opposing ; still it is encouraging. 
produced in our vicinity by these bap-|| The demand for books is very great. 
tisms. The most inte:esting of our) After service at Chintadrepettah on 
girls’ schools has been broken up en-|' Sundays, both morning and evening, 
tirely. The teacher was a female who'| large numbers apply for portions of 
had received much instruction, who had || Scripture and tracts. Our little tract 
felt something of the power of truth,|) volumes, and the Diglott catechism go 
and whom we hoped soon to see num-|| admirably. There is a great call for 
bered among the people of God. Her)! preaching. On every side the harvest 
friends have been so much alarmed in| seems ripening, but the laborers are few. 
regard to her as to prevent her coming | I have never felt so much as of late that 
to us any more. The parents of the | our mission must be enlarged. There 
children in her school were, for the most|' are nearly 600,000 heathens and Mo- 
part, of the same caste as Nantchery, |! hammedans in Madras alone—including 
and they have become alarmed lest their || the suburbs—open to receive instruction, 
children should also be converted. Two!! and yet perishing for lack of knowledge. 
of our boys’ schools have likewise suf-|} When will the church of Christ feel its 
fered from the same excitement. Word | obligations, and understand its privi- 
has been sent to Casseba that if he will!! leges ? 














1848. China:—Journal of Mr. Abeel. 251 


It is now the time for examining the 1 his providence has opened no avenue to this 
schools in Madras, and the following} singular people, if he offers no inducement to 
notice, from one of the newspapers, 1s | winlonney effort, Christians can and must 
go correct a view of their state that I | turn away, and devote all their energies to 
subjoin it, and close my letter. tribes and tongues which are accessible to the 

«We have had much pleasure in at- '| gospel. But if, on the other hand, the bar- 
tending the examinations of the ditfer-|) piers which have hitherto kept out the truth 


ent schools at the presidency during the | are soon to be prostrated, if important and ef- 


last few days, and more pleasure still in | fective breaches have already been made, the 


finding our worthy governor awake 10 |! hopes of believers in all lands will brighten, 
the benefits of a sound education. His | and their obligations will become more weigh- 
. : - 5 5 
lordship has attended most of the exami- || stsncih Gecaniaie dade aeiia 
nations, and taken great interest in the | fons me ‘ ee 
.dings. From the brilliant man- || e statements of Mr. Abee ave a direct 
—_ which these examinations have | bearing upon this whole subject. The time 
pote sone off. it is very evident || 2as not yet arrived for a final decision of the 
that the schools in Madras are conduct- | question, how far China is accessible to chris- 
ed in a very superior manner.” | tian effort. Additional facts must be collect- 
| ed; farther experiments must be made. Still 
Under date of January 17th, Mr. Winslow | there is every reason to believe that all the 
writes, that on tae previous Sabbath five na-|| missionaries who shall be sent thither, will 
tive adults were received into the church.! find a great and effectual door already opened. 
Among them was William Nevins, who for- || - 
merly attended one of Mr. Winslow's village | May 15, 1842. The people at large 
schools in Oodooville. are extremely indifferent in respect to 
their religious sentiments. Indeed they 
appear to have no systematic creed, but 
China. | they hold a confused jumble of opin- 
‘ions, often ay ene | to each other. 
EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL oF mpr.||! asked the boy who has been living 
pom | with us since our arrival, and whom we 
|have endeavored to teach the unity of 
the godhead and the wickedness of idol 
‘worship, what god he worshipped now. 
|| He replied, “O [am not at all particu- 
lar; any one whose birth-day happens 
Tur departure of Mr. Abeel from Macao) to come along.” An abandoned, des- 
and his arrival at Kolongsoo—an island near|| Perate fellow had been speaking of 
murdering men with a fiendish pleasure. 
I told him if he pursued such a life his 
‘soul would sink to hell after death. 
| With a broad laugh he answered, “That 
| is a matter of the least consequence,” 
: meaning that if he did not suffer in this 
present time. ‘The recent changes in the ex- || Jife, he had no solicitude about the suf- 
ternal relations of China, the partial opening | ferings of the next. The future is too 
of its immense territory to the blessings of | jndistinct and uncertain to arouse their 
civilization and Christianity, have arrested the | fears. 
attention of the friends of missions in all parts 17. To-day we were reading about 
ofthe world. But how will the gospel be re-. the poor widow whose small offerings 
ceived by that vast population? How much | Were cast into the treasury. My teach- 
time must be allowed for the removal of pre- || € attempted to illustrate the text by an 
judice, and for a cautious examination of an | anecdote. He said there was an old 
woman who lived in a part of this pro- 
vince, and who requested the privilege 
of putting down her name to a subscrip- 
tion for a bell. It was an offering to 
aoe : Bs Budh, and the rich were giving of their 
preacher of ( hrist and him crucified ? || abundance. When the old woman made 
Itis evident that upon the answers which! the request, they looked with astonish- 
these inquiries shall receive, must depend in || ment and asked her what she had to 
no small degree, the expectations and respon- ‘give. She took a cash—less than the 
sibilities of the church in relation to a very || thousandth part of a dollar—and handed 
large portion of the human family. If God in!) it to the collector. He threw it with 

















Introductory Remarks—Indifference to. 
Religion—Chinese Proverb—Attend- 
ance on the Sabbath. 


Amoy—have been mentioned in preceding | 
numbers of the Herald. The following ex- | 
tracts from his journal—a continuation of that | 
which was published in the December num- 
ber—will be read with peculiar interest at the 


untried religion? Ifow will the missionary be | 
treated by the common people, and how will 
men in office—mandarins, viceroys, magis- | 
trates, etc—look upon the unpretending || 
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disdain into a pond of water, adding that ; 
he supposed from her request she had | 
more than that to give. She replied, || 
and her reply has been a proverb since, 
“One cash cheerfully bestowed (from 
penury) is as meritorious as tens of 
thousands (from abundance.”) The bell 
was cast, but its tones were most defec- 
tive. It was re-cast, but with no better 
effect. At last, after many unsuccess- 
ful efforts, Budh appeared to the col- | 
lector in a dream, and informed him) 
that the be!l would never give forth a | 
good sound until the identical cash of 
the old woman was added to the mate-, 
rials. The pond was drained, the re- 
jected cash found, the bell once more 
cast, and the tones were rich and clear. 
Thus the deceiver sustains his cause, 
by associating with a proverb which is 
in the mouths of many, a gross and 
fatal falsehood which they equally be- | 
lieve. 


China:—Journal of Mr. Abeel. 


movements. 


Jung, 


green fields. In some places the vil. 
lages were very numerous. The wan; 


of trees was the principal defect jn the 


| scenery, although there were some Most 


luxuriant exceptions. Numerous well 
poles were scattered over the cultivated 
hills—the water being used in irrigation 
Whole villages appeared to turn out to 


see the strange object as she passed. 
_indeed the hills were frequently dark’ 


ened with spectators. From the to 


of the rocks, which crowned the highe 


elevations, they were watching oy 
Even the women ¢oyjj 
not restrain their curiosity, but stood 
gazing at us in little groups. Qy 
steamer drew but four and a half fee 
water, and of course we could go wher 
no sailing vessel of any considerable 
size, would have ventured. We py. 


ceeded about seventeen miles, when we 


grounded; we then took boats, ang 
went two or three miles farther. The 


|| tide was so excessively low that the 


On the 8th of May Mr. Abee! wrote in his 
journal that from twenty-five to thirty attended 
the services of the Sabbath. 


22. To-day our congregation was 
less than a dozen. A mountebank was 
showing his tricks in the market, and 
the majority of those who have lately 
met with us, preferred witnessing his 
feats to worshipping the Lord. There 
are a few, however, who always attend, 
which is more to be wondered at than 
that the others should have been drawn 
away. 


Under date of May 27th, Mr. Abeel says 
that seven French catholic priests had recent- 
ly passed through Kolongsoo on their way to 
Chusan. 1] 


Excursion to the Interior—Appearance 
of the Country—Arrival of other Mis- 
stonaries— Attendance on the Sabbath. 


June 1. Yesterday, at the invitation 
of the senior naval officer, I embarked 
with him and others on board the iron 
steamer Medusa, in the direction of 
Tang Wa, the capital of the district in 
which Amoy is situated. Our course 
lay east of north. We had the island 
of Amoy on our right the greater part of | 
the distance. For the first few miles, | 
the hills wore the same rugged, barren 1 
aspect, which is characteristic of the 
coast of China. Fertility and cultiva- 
tion grew upon us as we advanced. 
The mountains on the Amoy side grad- | 
ually descended, until the range was| 
continued by arable hills, covered with | 


| 
i} 
| 
| 


smallest boat could not approach withiy 
two miles of Tang Wa. Had we waited 
we might have gone up to the town jy 


| eighteen feet of water. On our way back 
| we landed at one of the villages wher 


the crowd of spectators was the greg. 
est. Some of them recognized me, and 
were very civil. ‘ 

7. This moming I had the grea 
gratification of welcoming back to this 
field my friend and fellow laborer, Mf, 
Boone, accompanied with his family, 


Mr. and Mrs. McBryde, and Doct. Cum. 
‘| ming. 


After being so long alone, it isa 
delightful change. May the blessing of 
the Lord rest upon us all. 


The following extracts show not only that 


|| the missionary in China may preach the go 
|| pel without let or hindrance, but that there is 


also an encouraging willingness to hear. 


19. To-day we saw the fruits of in. 
viting the people during the week t 
come on the Sabbath. An unusually 
large number was present. Among then 
were two Budhist priests in their vest- 
ments. 


27. Yesterday the room was nearly 


|full of worshippers; all the seats we 
,could furnish were taken up; fifty o 


more must have been present. Some 
went away for want of accommoda- 


tions. 
July 3. Congregation larger than 
ever. I had supplied the room with a 


| additional number of cheap bamboo 


stools, and found them necessary. | do 
not remember to have seen such close 
attention before. 
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vil. 10. Our number somewhat reduced || many girls there were left among them 
vant to-day. The inhabitants of the western all. The answer was three. And how 
the yillage were engaged in gathering the many do you think have been strangled 
ost roduce of their fields. I had before || at birth! “Probably from twelve to 
vell. endeavored to prove to them that this seventeen.” I wished to know the 
ated was not a sufficient reason for absenting || standing and employments of his breth- 
tion themselves ; but they are not yet alive, |/ren. One he said had obtained one of 
It to either to the law of the Sabbath, or to|| the literary degrees at the public exam- 
seq « its invaluable privileges. inations. A second was a teacher; one 
ark. ; ; was a sailor, and the rest were petty 
tops Doct. Cumming, almost immediately after , merchants like himself. It was not ne- 
hest his arrival, had a large number of patients. cessity, then, but a cold, inhuman cal- 
our a ie canals culation of the gains and losses of keep- 
ould 1. W — ae fe P “ge ae —_ , |ing the children, which must have led 
tood busy to-day on one aul ble | Be ue _ Ol}\ to their destruction. It is so seldom 
Our labor. Several yang ont “yg go that we can find a man as candid as 
feet resent at Our oye. _— %* Mf this merchant, that I am quite incapa- 
here deavored to — nf : ‘latic n ae oes 8 ble of saying whether he and his breth- 
able leading truths * ge vagus? .. @pp'|iren have or have not exceeded their 
pro- eations for books have ‘A ashen oa S°|/ neighbors in this respect. At present I 
1 We numerous or ee oe i a he the pal | think they have. ; 
and tients were filteen who hac een taken |) | have asked Mr. Boone’s teacher 
The by pirates, some of whom were shock- whether any of his children had been 
the ingly mangled. They had been a week |! deprived of life. He said no; adding 
thin in the hands of these cruel men, during that it was a very wicked act. He con- 
ited all which time their wounds had never _fessed, however, that his sister or sister- 
a in been dressed. | in-law had, with her own hands, de- 
Jack hittin: lien iia dial vali tie | Stroyed her first three children succes- 
here Coho Sereng Sy, = Aen, was ee sively. She was afraid to lay violent 
eat. missionary brethren, were invited to dine at}! hands on the fourth, believing it to be 
and Amoy, where they met a company of very re- one of the murdered ones re-appearing 
gpectable and intelligent Chinese. The way (in a new body. The question had 
Teat was soon prepared for an interesting conver- arisen in our minds whether mothers 
this sation on the religion of the Bible ; the simple || could ever be brought to participate in 
Mr. and reasonable doctrines of the gospel seemed || the destruction of their own offspring. 
aily, to commend themselves to those who were | Here was a heart-affecting reply. 
um. present. 24. To-day, as well as the last Sab- 
isa bath, we have been much encouraged 
2 of Infanticide in China—Sickness—Death || in our Chinese labors. The congrega- 
of Mrs. Boone. itions filled all the space within the 
house, and several sat without. 
that The following extract will throw some light The etsinnndin on Gets eel os Oe 
08 upon the character of the religion which now aidiaad Lelentndl healthful ewe 
re is degrades and imbrutes the millions belonging || — — 5 ee ree 
> Rap pane tee From some unknown cause, however, the 
eaten te | whole coast of China was visited last year by 
in. 23. To-day I have had a conversa- || a fever, which carried off great numbers both 
k to tion with one of the merchants who] of natives and foreigners. It is said by the 
ally come to Kolongsoo, on the subject of | Chinese that such a season has not been 
hem female infanticide. Assuming a coun- |! known for many vears. 
est: tenance of as much indiflerence as I | 
could command, I asked him how many || August 30. Disease rages around us. 
aly of hisown children he had destroyed. |) Two of the European officers have been 
we He instantly replied two. IT asked him |) buried to-day, and two of our own num- 
y or whether he had spared any. He said || ber are ill, one of whom lies ina very 
ome he had saved one. I then inquired how || dangerous state. 
oda- many brothers he had. He answered | Within afew days two Spanish priests 
eight. [asked how many children his |! have taken up their residence at Ko- 
than eldest brother had destroyed. He said | longsoo. They say that they are soon 
1 al five or six. I inquired of the second, |! going into the interior. They have had 
abo third, and all the rest. Some had killed |!a chapel fitted up very near us, where 
I do four or five, some two or three ; others | they perform mass for the catholic part 
Jose had none to destroy. I then asked how lof the European soldiers. Not under- 
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standing the language, they can have 
but little personal influence over the 
Chinese. At times we see native con- 
verts with them who probably under- 
stand this dialect. 


Mrs. Boone, the lady whose death is men- 
tioned below, went from this country in the 
service of the Episcopal Board of Missions. 
She was the daughter of the Hon. Henry De 
Saussure, late chancellor of the state of South 
Carolina. Mr.and Mrs Boone left the United 


States in 1836, and commenced their labors at , 


Batavia. In 1840 they removed to Macao, 
where they remained till last summer. 


31. This afternoon we committed to 
the tomb the remains of our much- 
esteemed, and deeply-regretted fellow 
missionary, Mrs. Boone. She departed 


this life yesterday, about five, P. M.) 


She had been delirious through the day, 


and partially so for two or three days || 


previous. Before her illness became at 


all alarming, she expressed her appre- | 
hension that it would result in death, | 


and “set her house in order.” She said 


she had no fear of the king of terrors, | 


but felt an unshaken confidence in God 
her Savior. She was deeply impressed 
with the honor which God had confer- 
red upon her in calling her to the mis- 


sionary work. This she expressed in | 


strong language. And this she acted 
out in all her duties. I have known no 


one more energetic, efficient, and uni-. 


formly cheerful, than this devoted and 
beloved sister. 
Sept. 9. To-day a steamer brings us 


the unexpected news of peace between | 


Great Britain and China. The treaty 
quite equals our expectations. The 
opening of so many large cities to com- 
merce and foreign intercourse, the ap- 
pointment of consuls to whom alone 
their countrymen are to be amenable, 
the regulation of trade by a fixed and 
published tariff, the liberty so often and 
effectually resisted of having ladies ae- 
company their husbands, are points 
gained which will promote the interest 
of the missionary quite as much as that 
of the merchant. 


Visit to the Hae Hong—Visit to Yew 
Ako—Encouraging Indications. 


Oct. 31. 
event has occurred which may have 
very important bearings. We were all 


invited to visit the Hae Hong, at pre- 


sent the highest mandarin at Amoy. 
Sedan chairs were sent for us, and all 





During the past week an) 


Jung, 


|| went except myself. I was unwell at 





the time. They were received and en- 
tertained with the greatest courtesy and 
|kindness. Their host was so affable 
|and engaging that the attendants thought 
'|he committed the extreme fault of rath. 
er slighting the important duties of the 
|jtable. He was informed of our object 
|| in coming to China, and listened atien. 
jtively to the most prominent doctrines 
and duties of our religion. Mr. Boone 
' promised to send him our books, which 
ie said he would take pleasure in ag. 
cepting and reading. Whatan advance 
upon the old system. 

| 

| There are many indications that the exclu- 
|siveness and intolerance of the Chinese jg 
giving place to more correct views of them. 
| selves as well as of others. The following in. 
cident may be regarded as illustrating the pro- 


| 


gress of liberal sentiments among them. 

The missionaries, soon after their remoya 
to Kolongsoo, becaine acquainted with the 
son of a former commander-in-chief of the 
marine provincial forces—a man of equal rank 
with the governors or viceroys of the pro- 
vinces. Having been invited to spend a day 
with him, Mr. Abeel, in company with Mr. 
and Mrs. McBryde, repaired to his residence 
‘in Amoy, the most elegant and tasteful in the 
city. 


| Nov. 10. Our intended visit had been 
so far divulged that we could scarcely 
enter the gate, so great was the crowd 
who were desirous to catch a glimpse 
of a foreign lady. The curiosity of the 
other sex had likewise brought together 
a large concourse. Mrs. McBryde was 
received by the wife of our friend with 
a freedom and gracefulness of manner, 
which showed that Chinese ladies are 
not ignorant of these external accom- 
plishments. May the cultivation of 
their minds soon claim the attention of 
their parents and guardians. The first 
part of the day was spent in company 
with Yew Ako—our host—and his 
friends who had assembled to see us. 
To my surprise the former asked me to 
address the people on the religion of 


| Jesus. He himself professes Moham- 
| medanism. It is the religion of his 


_ family, though he evidently knows but 
| little of its peculiar tenets. He agrees 
with us in denouncing image-worship; 
probably he is not aware of the differ- 
ence between us and the more enlight- 
ened adherents of the false prophet. 
Mr. McBryde and myself were invited 
to take Mrs. McBryde to view the ex- 
‘tensive and highly improved grounds. 
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This brought us near the apartments of | 
the women. As we approached they 
rushed out in a crowd to see us. Pro- | 
bably two hundred of all classes and 
ages were there. I learned from Mr. | 
McBryde that Yew Ako had spoken to} 
him about having me address the) 
women. Not knowing this fact, and 
finding such a favorable opportunity, [ 
asked the liberty of speaking to them, 
which he readily granted. It was difii- 
cult to get them silent, and quite as, 
much so to keep them from interrupting 
me. They broke out 7 often, gen- | 
erally repeating what [ 

making remarks on what they saw. 
From the attention of some of them, | 
especially of those more advanced in 
life, I should hope that some of the 
truths lodged in their minds. All re- 
straints were so far removed, that they 
spent hours watching us wherever we 


went, and looking at us while dining. |, 


What a triumph over their old customs | 
and prejudices; and what a cheering 
earaest, in the light of God's word, of 
the privileges which Christianity shall 
bring them. 

15. Weare greatly encouraged. Our: 
number on the Sabbath was about fifty. | 


After service Yew Ako, with about | 


twenty friends, came for the same pur- 

se. Mr. Boone, who was the Chinese 
preacher for the day, had a second ser- 
vice for them. Yesterday morning, an 
old man who mistook the day for the, 
Sabbath, came to our usual morning, 
worship. His manner and conversation 
had impressed me favorably before. 
He wanted a new supply of books. He 
said he read the books we gave him 
every uight and morning, at which 
times he prayed to the true God. I in- 
quired whether he worshipped the idols. | 
He replied none of them. May not the, 
Spirit be leading him to the truth. 

Much of yesterday and to day have) 
been spent at Amoy looking for houses 
adapted to our various objects—preach- 
ing, healing, dwelling, ete. Our friend 
Yew Ako has accompanied us_ both! 
days. 


For several days we have had an un- | 


usual number of visitors. They gener- | 
ally come in groups; we have made, 
known to them the great salvation, and | 
given them buoks. The last week has | 
been more richly fraught with events of! 
an encouraging and promising nature | 
than any similar length of time I ever! 
spent in China. We thank God and | 
take couraze. 

21. Yesterday we again had a se- 
cond Chinese service for our more dis- 
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tinguished and self-indulgent friends. 
| We find it much less difficult to com- 
municate ideas to them than to such as 
have not their education. Several days 
ago Yew Ako said that there was no 
‘doubt that in four years we should have 
/many disciples. He now thinks three 
years will be sufficient. May he and 
many others feel the transforming power 
of the Spirit long before this period 
shall have elapsed. 


Visit from the Hae Hong—Call from 
the Te Tuk. 


vad said, or}! 


23. We have just had a visit from 
the Hae Hong. He came in mandarin 
style, with a large train of attendants. 
He examined almost every thing he 
saw, and was as friendly and free from 
affectation here as in his own house. 
Such a public call, witnessed by so 
many, and soon to be talked of in every 
quarter, must give us favor in the eyes 
of the people, and remove their fears in 
respect to having intercourse with us. 
He told us that the commander-in-chief 


| 


| of the marine forces, who has just re- 


turned to Amoy, was coming to call 
upon us. 

24. We have actually had the honor 
of a call from the Te Tuk, the naval 
commander-in-chief of this province. 
He is the highest mandarin that resides 
at Amoy, and wears a button of the first 
rank. We were much struck with the 
blandness of his countenance and the 
absence of all airs in his manner. We 
stand astonished at the favor God is 


_ giving us with this people and their 


rulers, and humbly pray that wisdom 


_ and zeal may be granted us to make the 


best improvement of the means afforded 
us for the promotion of his glory. 

| 30. The governor-general of this and 
the neighboring province arrived a few 
days ago, and sent his card tous. The 
individual who brought it assurred us, 
that his excellency had intended to call 
‘upon us; but was prevented by what 
our informant supposed to be the mis- 
understanding of one of Sir Henry Pot- 
tinger’s interpreters. 


| 
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LETTER FROM MR. BRIDGMAN. 


Enlargement of the Mission demanded— 
Hongkong—Romanism. 





| In connection with the foregoing journal of 
| Mr Abeel, the reader will naturally desire to 
be made acquainted with the views entertain- 
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ed by his brethren in China as to the encour- 
agement held out to missionary effort. The 
following communication, dated at Hong- 


China:—Letter from Mr. Williams. 





J UNE, 


|, present to recommend a very large oyt. 
jlay. The population, though under 
|| English law, and as free as it can be 


kong November 23d, contains the opinion of will still be a hard one to operate upon: 
’ 


Mr. Bridgman. 


The time has come when your mis- 
sionary work in China must assume a 
more permanent character, and be con- 
dueted upon a much broader seale than 
hitherto. In his own way, by the wrath 
of man, Jehovah has opened parts of 


this empire ; and he will doubtless con-_ 


tinue to clear the ground faster than it 
can—rather, faster than it will, be occu- 
pied by protestant Christians. The law 
which makes the teaching of Clirtstian- 
ity a capital offence still remains in the 
imperial code; but its force is broken 
on this island, and much weakened 
elsewhere ; how much time will show. 
Considering your limited resources 
and the many calls from other missions, 


we have been backward in pressing our | 


claims, for more men and additional 
means, both of which, I hesitate not to 


say, you may now augment te any ex- 


tent you please. 

A large body of missionaries is needed 
for immediate action ; and long betore 
the men can arrive here, we shall be 
able to name the stations to which it 
will be desirable they should go. 


The peculiar relation of Hongkong to the 
Chinese empire might be expected to attract 
the notice of a missionary in search of the best 
position for more extended operations. 


The formal cession of Hongkong to 


the British crown will make this place’ 


a centre of communication with other 
arts of the empire. Here we must 
ave an establishment of some extent; 


and Mr. Williams and myself, with 
some funds accruing from sales of 


books, and for services done in translat- 
ing, ete., are now building a_ house, 
seventy-two by forty-six feet, two sto- 
ries high, of stone, which will accom- 
modate us for the time being. But if 
this is to be made a place of great and 
ermanent busivess, and become dense- 
y populated—and such [ think it will 
be—we shall need to enlarge our estab- 
lishment. With this view we shall en- 
deavor to secure the refusal of ground 


for one or two boarding schools and a | 


chapel. The Roman catholics are 
building largely; they are, no doubt, 
wise in doing so. Their expenditures 
are probably not less than $15,000 al- 
realy. We need buildings here no less 
than they. Still | am not prepared at 


| for here we shall have, if it be a lap e 
‘settlement, many of the worst of fy. 
eigners, and the worst of Chinese 
| Unfavorable, however, as circumstances 
may be, we must stem the current. 


The urgency of the demand for addition} 
‘laborers can be better appreciated, if consig. 
ered in connection with the efforts which the 
papists are making to pre-occupy the different 
points which recent events have laid open to 
the missionary. 


You will say we ought to lift up our 

voices, and speak to the churches in be. 
half of these millions around us. This 
will we try to do;—and not in vain | 
trust. You may safely calculate op 
sending to China all the men you cap 
command; only send good and able 
i/men, every way furnished for their 
work. The Roman catholics are send. 
ing hither their hosts of chosen men, 
Shall we remain mere spectators ¢ The 
/have scores of missionaries, and no less 
than five distinct missions, which ip. 
clude the whole empire. These are 
| two French, one Italian, one Spanish, 
_and one Portuguese. 

Mr. Brown and his school are here, 
The Medical Missionary Society are 
| beginning to build. The fy teeny in- 
‘creases rapidly, and new houses are 
rising on every side. ‘There are some 
‘ninety or a hundred vessels in the har- 
_bor—a fine field for a seaman’s chap. 

| Jain. 


The school under the care of Mr. Brown, 
mentioned above, is sustained by the Morrison 
Education Society. It has about twenty pu- 
pils ; and with additional means it might be 


very much enlarged. The time of the schol- 


ars is equally divided between English and 
| Chinese studies. 


LETTER FROM MR. WILLIAMS. 


| Ov the same general character as the forego- 
3ridgzman, is the 
language of Mr. Williams, now also at Hong- 
Under date of November 29th he says, 
\*When we see now so many large cities 

open to the efforts of teachers of the truth, 
and how little probability there is of their be- 
ling supplied with men, able and willing to 
jteach this people, we are sometimes cast 
'‘'down. If there were openings in no other 


ing communication of Mr. 


kong. 
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rtof the world, the increased opportunities 
now offered in China would be sufficient to 
inspire all that wish well to the progress of 
truth to put forth increased efforts, and come 
up and take possession of the land.” 

In another letter, Mr. Williams remarks 
that the field has opened so much that the 
missionaries are appalled at its extent. The 
Romanists, he says, have already settled at 
the new ports ; sixty-two priests lately arrived 
at Singapore in one ship. Their forces are 80 
arranged that they can occupy any new point 
immediately. 





LETTER FROM DOCT. PARKER. 


Opening of the Hospital—Change effect- 
ed by the Treaty—Riot at Canton. 


Docr. Parker arrived at Canton November 
5th. Mrs Parker was the first foreign lady 
who took up her residence in that city. In a 
letter, dated November 23d, he mentions the 
re-opening of the hospital as follows. 


It is with no ordinary degree of plea- 
sure that [ inform you that the hospital 
which was closed three years since by 
the mandate of the imperial commis- 
sioner Was re-opened on the 2lIst in- 
stant. The generosity of How-Kwa 
will be regarded with satisfaction by all 
who are acquainted with this remarka- 
ble man, and by all who take an inter- 
est in the prosperity of an institution 
that has accomplished so much good. 
Having obtained his consent to my re- 
occupying the building, the inquiry was 
made what will be the rent per annum. 
He replied that there was no occasion 
to speak of that. “The institution is 
one in which I also take a cordial inter- 
est. If the building requires repair, call 
npon my compendor, who shall attend 
to it.” The old gentleman was assured 
that the generosity he was thus exhibit- 
ing would rejoice the hearts of many in 
distant countries, to whom the institu- 
tion and his own name were well 
known. He has since been my patient 
and is materially benefitted by the 
means employed. 


Doct. Parker's impressions respecting the 
present condition of China are given in the 
following language. 


There is abundant evidence that a 
new era has arrived in the history of 
China. The treaty by which five im- 





| state of China. 
| tions will be formed is almost certain. 
, Surely this will be the case if any sup- 
| pose that no obstacles now remain to the 
‘spread of the gospel in this country. 





portant ports are opened to foreigners, 
VOL, XXXIX. 


the abolition of the cohong in this cit 

the quiet residence of foreign females in 
places from which Chinese jealousy has 
hitherto excluded them, are proofs of 


this; and not less unequivocal is the 


change of public sentiment, and the ex- 
pectation of benefit from a new erder of 
things among the people. I was par- 
ticularly struck with the changed as- 
pect of affairs on my arrival in Canton. 
The haughty demeanor of the people, 
as I passed along the streets was far 
less apparent than when [ left. They 
appeared like a humbled nation. Man- 
darin influence is much less feared and 
respected. Yet upon further acquaint- 
ance with the present state of the peo- 
ple there is no doubt of the existence of 
the old feeling of superiority and con- 


| tempt, like a smothered flame, ready to 


burst forth should circumstances favor. 
I painfully feel the difficulty, of con- 

veying a true impression of the present 

That erroneous concep- 


Attachment to idolatry is as strong as 


ever; so far as the treaty is concerned, 
\the government has all the power it 
‘ever had to interdict the promulgation 
and the reception of Christianity in all 
| the ports open to trade ; and that it will 
‘not exercise it when the influence of 
British arms is withdrawn, is by no 
‘means certain. 


In view of this state of things Doct. Parker 


| inquires, “What will the church now do?” 


A later communication, dated December 
17th, gives a description of the riot which oc- 
curred at Canton on the 7th. The account is 


‘similar to that already published in this coun- 
|try. At the commencement of the disturb- 
‘ance, Doct. Parker endeavored to dissuade 
the mob from their contemplated violence. 
| Instead of receiving any injury from them, on 
being told that he was “the doctor—a good 
| man,” they opened to the right and left for 
| his departure, giving him to understand, at the 
|same time, that they should allow no inter 
‘ference. Mrs. Parker was removed from the 
| American hong, where she was residing, first 
‘to the hong of Mingkwa, and afterwards to 
Whampoa ; although Doct. Parker supposes 
‘that she might have remained at Canton in 
‘safety. A number of their Chinese friends 
| had already expressed a desire that she should 


return, and she was expecting to leave 


| Whampoa for that purpose in a few days. 


30* 
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Sandwich Xslands. 


LETTER FROM MR. ARMSTRONG. 


Social Improvement—Progress of Tem- 
perance. 


Tr is evident from this letter, which was writ- 
ten at Honolulu October 12th, that the bles- 
sing of God continues to rest upon the Sand- 
wich Islands. In speaking of the progress 
which the natives are making in civilization 
and refinement, he bears the following testi- 
mony in their favor. 


When I look around upon the face of | 


society, I still see some evidence of an 
advance in various respects ; though the 
forward movement is by no means so 
rapid as we could wish. As the eye 


ranges over Honolulu, it rests on more | 


comfortable native dwellings, more 
neatly dressed persons, more trees and 
shrubs, and other evidences of an im- 


proved style of living than it could a) 
When I enter native houses, | 
too, I see every year an increase of, 
comforts and convenienves ; chairs, ta-_ 
bles, lamps, plates, cupboards, ete. ete., | 


year ago. 


often meet the eye, though in most cases 
they are not of the first quality. In at- 
tending small prayer-meetings, also, in 


various parts of the village—a thing I do | 


sometimes every evening in the week— 
I often find, on entering the humble 
grass hut, a table set out and covered 
with a white cloth, or a piece of kapa, a 
chair behind it, and the Bible and 
hymn-book on it. On the Sabbath I 
see no one, however poor, without at 
least a shirt and pantaloons; in fact 


there is a strong tendency among the 


people of this place to extravagance in 
dress, and it is necessary occasionally 
to raise a voice of warning against it. 
The females are especially fond of 
gaudy attire, and we who are pastors 
are much grieved at times to see how 
extensively such a spirit prevails in the 
church. 

Clothing and the other comforts of 
life are easily obtained here, as com- 
pared with the remoter places. The 


price of labor varies from twenty-five 


cents to fifty cents per day, and those 


who have some skill in the use of tools | 


receive one dollar per day ; while twen- 
ty-five cents will easily furnish one per- 
son with food for a week. 


Sandwich Islands:—Letter from Mr. Armstrong. 





Jone, 


| Mr. Armstrong represents the revised code 
of laws as exerting an important and salutg 
influence upon society. The marriage rela. 
| tion is better understood, because it js more 
| clearly defined ; penalties are annexed to its 
jopen violation. The reciprocal duties of pa- 
| 





rents and children, teachers and pupils, Tulers 
and subjects, foreign residents and natives are 
. . 7 . . ’ 
mangers more fully. The distinction be 
| tween right and wrong, in reference to these 
| relations, is made quite obvious. Indeeg 
| many things which were formerly Uncertain 
}and only half understood are now intelligible 
and plain. 


The temperance cause is also a most 
powerful enzine for good. I have seen 
(or heard of but twe or three unimportant 
| cases of drinking since April last; | 
'mean among natives—for I am sorr to 
,say that the reformation has hitherto re. 
ceived but very little countenance from 
foreigners. In fact, it has met with 
more opposition than assistance from 
that quarter. Even worthy and respec. 
table residents are too much under the 
||dominiou of fashion to abandon their 
wine, for the sake of the public good, 
As to sailors, poor fellows, strong drink 
is still their god of misery. How hamil- 
iating to see half a score of my own 
countrymen, whooping and yelling on 
horseback through the streets of Hono. 
lulu, mad through strong drink, while 
crowds of natives stand gazing upon 
them with contempt and ridicule. But 
so itis; and so it will be until a more 
propitious day dawns upon that class of 
men. 

But all this redounds to the honor, not 
only of the king, but of the entire “cold 
water army” of natives, who have taken 
such high ground with so little counte. 
nance from foreigners; and it affords 
encouragement to hope that temperance 
principles have taken deep root among 
them. The king, so far, stands firm, 
and is active in the cause. He fre 
quently addresses temperance meetings, 
and though not much of an orator, being 
king, he makes a good impression, and 
is completely up to the cold water 
mark. 

He addressed some 1,400 children in 
my church about two months ago with 
very happy effect, and he expressed 
himself very much gratified with the 
occasion. In the present attitude of 
affairs, it is as much as a native’s char- 
acter is worth to be seen drinking a 
glass of rum. May it ever be so; may 
it soon be so among foreigners. The 
Lord hasten the day. 





| 
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Js—Religious Interest— Dedication | 
- of a Church. 


It is dificult for us to appreciate the obsta- 
cles which a rude people must necessarily en- 
counter, in their attempts to raise themselves | 
from their former degradation. The entire | 
machinery of civilization is to be made anew. 
giill it is gratifying to notice the zeal and re- 
solution with which the Sandwich Islanders 
have commenced this difficult enterprise. 


The common schools within my 
bounds are doing as well as: could be 
expected. The grand deficiency is still 
in the qualifications of the teachers ; 
and this cannot be remedied effectually 


yery soon. The school-houses in gen- 
jo not much better than none at 


all. They are for the most part little 
more than a mere shelter trom the 
weather, and often not even this; ex- 
cepting at the station, not one in ten has 
on or desk in it. But with all 
these inconveniences, the progress of 
the pupils is surprising. There are com- 
paratively few children over eight years 
of age who cannot read the Testament ; 
and | make it a rule to furnish every 
child that can read well with a copy of 
the New Testament. Blessed, thrice 
blessed be God for that noble institution 
which enables me to do so. Iam also 
endeavoring to teach the children the 
Shorter Catechism systematically and 
thoroughly. 


Few pastors, in this or any country, have it 
in their power to present a more gratifying re- 
port of one year’s labor than the following. 
With such evidence of the divine blessing 
upon missionary effort, will the churches con- 
tract their operations? Is this a time, when 
the Spirit of God is descending upon heathen 
lands with great power, to call back the her- 
alds of salvation, and thus inevitably consign 
multitudes who are groping for the light to an 
eternity of darkness and sorrow ? 


The state of religion among my peo- 
ple is on the whole encouraging. Since 
the recent temperance movement com- 
menced, I have had very little to do in| 
the way of discipline. Every thing has 
been tranquil ; many offenders have re- | 
turned to duty, and been restored. The | 
congregation has been large and atten- 
tiveas usual. As the fruits of my first | 
year’s labors here, | have propounded | 


° “sega 
over three hundred persons for admis- | 


sion to the church, who have been un-| 
der regular instruction for nearly two) 


years; and | can see no reason either! 
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in their lack of knowledge, or their de- 
linquency in duty, why they should not 
be baptized. 

On the 2tst of July our new church 
was dedicated to the worship of God. 
It was an interesting day. The con- 
course of people was very great, pruba- 
bly not much short of four or five thou- 
sand; among whom was his majest 
the king, his premier, and all the hig 
chiefs. In the progress of the exercises, 
the king arose, and, before the vast as- 
sembly, presented a deed of the build- 
‘ing and premises to the church which 
jassisted him in erecting the house, and 
jto those of like faith who may come 
‘after. The house is 137 feet long by 
|72 wide inside, and has been well filled 
every Sabbath since it was dedicated. 
The galleries are yet to be put in; the 
steeple is also unfinished. The cost of 
the house is estimated at $30.000, the 
‘principal part of which was borne by 
the king. We enjoy the house much; 
for the first time in my life have i 
_know the comfort of a good house to 
‘preach in; and I feel paid already for 
‘all my toil and care on this building. 
It was a little more than five years from 
the commencement to the completion 
of the work; almost two years less than 
Solomon spent in building his temple. 
This was a greater work for us than that 
_was for him. 
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Syria.—Mr. Smith, writing from Beyroot, 
| February 27th, says that the pasha had dis- 
| tinctly admitted the right of their converts to 
perfect toleration in the enjoyment of their re- 
_ligious opinions. A girl who was adopted by 
| Mr. Smith in 1834, joined the mission church 
‘on the first Sabbath of last January. Her 
,mother, a bad woman, connected with the 
| Greek church, insisted upon having the 
daughter return, and live with herself, and 
| she endeavored to effect her purpose by vio- 
lent measures. The pasha, however, ordered 
the girl to be brought before him, and, on ag- 
certaining her decided preference to reside 
with the missionaries, told her she might go 
where she chose. The Greek bishop next 
interposed ; but the pasha declared himself 
ready to protect her in acting according to her 
own choice. 


CoNnSTANTINOPLE.— Mr. Homes writes, Jan- 
uary 25th, that the books distributed at that 
place, exclusive of those sent to other stations, 
have been twice as many as they have sent 
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forth in any former year. “Five years since, | 
in accordance with a distinct order to that | 
effect in a letter of the patriarch of the Greek ' 
church at Constantinople, in many cities and | 
towns our books were burned in the court- | 
yards of their churches. Three years since | 
the reading of any of our books was strictly | 
forbidden by the Armenian patriarch. If now, | 
in so short a time, we can again freely circu- | 
late books, to God be all the praise.” 

Mr. Wood, in a letter dated February 13th, 
says that his impression of the reality, extent, | 
and value of the religious awakening among 
the Armenians has been deepening ever since 
his arrival. Recent communicatic..s from | 
Messrs. Goodell, Dwight, and Hamlin are en- 
couraging. There is some opposition, but the 
spirit of inquiry continues. 


Erzeroom.— Mr. Peabody says, under date | 
of December 25th, that appearances are be- | 
coming more and more favorable at that sta- | 
tion; he hopes that a wide and eflectual door 
will be opened there. 


Nestrorians.—lIn a letter, dated January 
5th, Mr. Stocking observes that the demand 
for schools is gradually increasing. Many 
parents were afraid at first that the missiona- 
ries wou'd seize their children, and send them 
to America to be made soldiers. The whole | 
number of free schoolg is now forty ; twenty 
have been lately opened. In these schools | 
there are fifty-six teachers, twenty-two of | 
whom are priests, and twenty-six deacons. | 
The scholars amount to 763, 635 being males. | 
In the seminary and girls’ boarding-school | 
there are eighty-one pupils. The papists have | 
generally been unsuccessful in establishing | 
schools. The demand for preaching is greater 
than the missionaries can supply. 

The bark Emma Isadora, which sailed from 
Boston on the first of March, having on board | 
Mar Yohannan, Messrs. Perkins, Stoddard, | 
and Bliss, with their wives, Miss Myers and | 
Miss Fisk, arrived at Smyrna after a passage 
of only thirty-six days. Further particulars 
have not been received. 


AuMEDNUGGUR—MTr. French, writing from 
Seroor, January 25th, says there is a great 
harvest to be gathered at that station, and the 
signs of the times are propitious. The people 
in that region, though very ignorant and su- 
perstitious, are ready to hear the truth. Most 
of them admit that their idols are vanity, and 
that the gospel is “true and good.” In view 
of this state of things, Mr. French pleads most 
earnestly for more laborers. There are many 
villages within a few miles of Seroor which 
may be profitably visited. 
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He also observes that the missionaries gt 
Ahmednuggur have their hands full and much 
more. The call for labor in the surrounding 
country is so great that they have been Con. 
strained to neg'ect their duties at the Slation. 


Mapura —The annual report of this mis: 
sion states that the cholera had visited eve 
station; in many places its ravages were 
dreadful, the number of deaths in some in- 
stances being one twelfth of the whole popu: 
lation. The missionaries, however, with the 
pupils in the.r schools, and the persons ig 
their employment, amounting to several hup. 
dred had all escaped. The opposition of the 
people, owing to various causes, had been 
great; but the Lord had restrained their 
malice, and protected his servants. Thirty. 
seven were candidates for admission into the 
church. The mission call loudly for additional 
helpers. 


Borneo.—Mr. Steele arrived at Batavia 
September 16th. He had hoped to receive 
permission to proceed to Borneo without any 
considerable delay, notwithstanding the pro- 
visions of the restraining law ; but as late ag 
December Ist, there was little prospect of hig 
leaving Java until the entire year had expired, 

Messrs. Thomson and Youngblood left 
Pontianak for Landak September 17th. The 
panambahan of the Dyaks gave them permis. 
sion to commence a mission among his peo- 
ple, and they immediately entered upon their 
labors. 


Sanpwicu Istanps.—In a letter, dated 
Kealakekua, November 4th, Mr. Ives writes 
that the professors of religion residing in a 
remote portion of the field assigned to Mr. 
Forbes and himself, amounting to 26S, had 
been previously formed into a separate church, 
The number added to this church during the 
year was 683. “These have generally been 
on trial for three or four months ; they have 
been conversed with by me _ several times 
separately, in their own villages, besides being 
constantly looked after by the deacons ; and 
then most of them have been examined again, 
and admitted to the church by Mr. Forbes.” 

Mr. Conde, writing from Hana, November 
1Sth, says that the present number of church 
members at that station is 412. Until about 
four years ago heathenism had reigned there 
for many generations. Since the commence- 
ment of the year, 193 had been received into 
the church on profession. The religious as- 
pect of the station was more encouraging than 
it had been for several months. About 300 
were in the habit of attending the weekly in- 
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quiry meeting, most of whom professed to | 
have met with a change of heart. 


Onswas—In a joint letter, dated March | 
6th, the missionaries say that there is a gen- | 
eral movement among the Indians in favor of | 
receiving instruction. “There seems never to 
have been a time, since we entered this field, 
when there was so much encouragement to 
labor among them. 
to be white unto the harvest. 
We turn our eyes to the 


To us the field appears 
Who shall en- 
ter and gather it? 
Board and to the churches for aid.” Two 
points are mentioned which should be imme- 
diately occupied. Messrs. Ayer and Ely have 
already gone to Red Lake to commence a 
station 

New- York Inpians.—Mr. Bradley, writing 
from the Cattaraugus station, May 3d, says 
that Mr. Bliss expected to receive nine into 
his church, from one neighborhood, on the 
following Sabbath. An interpreter who had 
been prev iously excommunicated, was restor- 
ed the week before. 

Asenaquis.—aA letter from Mr. Osunkhir- 
hine, dated St. Francis May Ist, gives an in- 
teresting account of the death of an educa‘ed 
Indian, who, after being excluded from the 
church had been a violent opporer. He was 
restored to his previous standing as a professor 
All who 
had been excluded from the church. or had 


of religion, and his end was peace. 


forsaken the sanctuary, with one exception, 
had become favorably disposed, and, after 
making full proof of Romanism, were regular 
attendants in their former place of worship. 


Penogscor Inn1ians.—Mr. Jeremiah Slin- 
gerland, a Stockbridge Indian, has devoted 
some attention to the Penubscot Indians in 
the vicinity of Bangor, Maine. Mr Slinger- 
land has spent some time in Moore’s Charity 
Scheo!, Hanover, N. I; he is now connect- | 
ed with the theological seminary at Bangor. 
His labors in behalf of the Penobscots have 
been most strenuously resisted by a Roman 
catholic priest, who has publicly denounced 
him and his efforts, and made about two thirds 
of the Indians sign a pledge that they would 
adhere to Romanism, and would turn him out | 
oftheir houses if he visited thein. Some of 
the young men appear to be interested in his 


labors. ‘They have addressed a petition to the 


| 


Governor and Council of Maine, requesting 
that they may be protected in worshipping 
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GRANT FROM THE JEWS’ COMMITTEE OF THE 
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 
. 


The church of Scotland, within the last few 
years, has taken a lively interest in the con- 
version of the Jews. In 1839, a deputation, 
consisting of Drs. Black and Keith, and Rev. 
Messrs. McCheyne and Bonar, visited Pales- 
tine and various other countries to ascertain 


\the actual condition of God's ancient people, 


and also to discover the best means of remov- 


|ing the blindness which has happened unto 


| 
| 


, ar 
;and very liberal contributions. 


jour church ” 


them. On their return they submitted their 
report to the General Assembly of 1840, 
whereupon “it was unanimously resolved, 
that the cause of Israel should from that time 
form one of the great missionary schemes of 
The interest thus awakened 
among the churches has led to very general 
The knowl- 
edge of this fact induced the Prudential Com- 


| . . 
| mittee to apply to the committee of the Gen- 


eral Assembly of the Church of Scotland on 
the Scheme for the Conversion of the Jews, 
for its co-operation in accomplishing a com- 
mon object. 

To this request a prompt and generous re- 
sponse has been made. “It is cause of great 
thankfulness to God,” says Dr. Keith, the 


/convener of the committee, “on the part of 


the committee here, of the General Assembly 
of the Church of Scotland, that your Board of 
Missions can give us such facilities as we 
could not for years otherwise possess of pro- 
moting the knowledge of divine truth among 
the many thousands of Spanish Jews in the 
East; and we are happy that, having funds 
committed to us for using the most effectual 
means for the conversion of the Jews, we are 
enabled to co-operate with you in so good 
Accordingly £2,162 
have been placed at the disposal of the Board 


and so great a cause.” 


and its missionary to the Jews at Constanti- 
This sum is to be devoted to the cir- 
culation—at a reduced rate or gratuitously— 


nople. 


of the Hebrew- Spanish Bibles recently trans- 


| lated by Mr. Schauffler, the purchase of a 


j 
! 
| 
| 


fount of rabbinical type for printing future edi- 
tions of the Scriptures in the spoken lan- 


) guage of the Spanish Jews, the publication of 


books for schools, and the preparation of a 
tract on the scriptural prophecies relating to 
the Messiah. This liberal grant, although be- 


God according to the dictates of their con- || ing for specific purposes, it will not diminish 


‘ E ar | . - is ° 
sciences, and also asking an appropriation || the appropriations to the Turkey mission in 
from their monies, which are at the disposal of | behalf of the Jews, deserves a grateful ac- 
the Governor and Council, for such a teacher | knowledgement from all who long for the 


as they may see fit to employ. 





'' welfare of Israel. 
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In the conclusion of his letter, Dr. Keith, , 
reference to an object of mutual interest, re- | 
marks, “We are deeply sensible of the great , 
responsibility attached to it, and I do hope | 


alluding to the co-operation thus begun in 


and pray that the time may be drawing nigh 
when the Lord will have mercy on Zion, and 
bless the means used in faith, and in entire 


dependence upon the grace of our God, for | 


making known to the Jews that great salva- 
tion which has come to us through them.” 
And will not Christians in this land unite with 
their brethren in Scotland, and beseech the 
Lord to pity his loved and wandering people, 
and, having taken away 
hearts, lead them to look. in penitence and 
faith, unto him whom they have pierced. 
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Board of Foreign Missions in Ref. Dutch cih 
W. R. Thompson, New York, Tr. 1,360 66 
Barnstable co. Ms. Aux. So. W. Crocker, Tr. 
South Dennis, Mon. con. 10 97 
Yarmouth, Cong. chh. and so. 
37,50; la. char. so. 21; 
Berkshire co. Ms. Aux. So. Rev. T 
Williamstown, Mon. con. 19,50; 
do. in college, 11,50; 
Boston and vic. Ms. By S. A. Danforth, Agent, 
(Of which fr. Mrs. C. Walley, for Qutha- 
rine Hurd Walley, Ceylon, 20; a friend, 
10;) 
Brookfield Asso. Ms. A. Newell, Tr. 
Charlton, Calv. so. mon. con. 
Ware, E. par. mon. con. 90; W 


58 50-—69 47 
. S. Clark, Tr. 


Donations. 


the veil from their | 


31 00 | 


3,226 32 | 


par. do, 20; 100 00 
West Brookfield, R. B. White, 3 50—I111 61 
Caledonia co. Vi. Confer. of chhs. 
E. Fairbanks, Tr. i 
Danville, Cong. so. 110 St 


Charleston and vic. 8. C. 
Stewart, Tr. 
Charleston, 3d presb. chh. 176,06; 


Aux. So. R. L. 


C. U. Sheppard, 50; juv. asso. 
30; mon. con. 9,25; 265 31 
Edisto Island, Presb. chh. 77 00 


95 0O—497 31 
I. H. Taylor, Tr. 
9 00 


A. Gerould, Tr. 
” 


Johns Island, do. 
Chautauque co. N. Y. Aux. 
Westfield, 
Cheshire co. N. H. Aux. So. 8. 
Alstead, Miss E. Newell, 


So. 





Dublin, Mon. con. 5 0 
Gilsum, do. 9 00 
Jatirey, Juv. so. for schs. at 

Sandw. Isl. 3°75 
Keene, P. 5 00 
Nelson, Gent. 39, 42; la 17.68; 57 10 
Rindge, Contrib. 56,42; mon. con. 

43.14; O. HL 5; 101 56 
Surry, Mon. con. 4 00 
Swanzey, Mr. Rock wood’s so. 8; 

Rev. Mr. R. 10; miss. so. 2,60; 20 60 
Walpole, A fem. friend, 5 00 

216 1 
Ded. exp. paid by aux. so. 5—212 76 
Cumberiand ro. Me. Aux. So. D. Evans, Tr. 
Otisfield, Miss. so. 10,52; la. 3,75; 14 27 
Portland, High-st. chh. mater. 

asso. for John W. and Frances 

Chickering, Ceylon, 40 00 
Scarborough, Ist par. mon. con. 48 00 
Waterford, Juv. miss. so. 3 00—105 27 

Essex co. North, Ms. Aux. So. J. Caldwell, Tr. 


Haverhill, Centre chh. and so. 
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165,33; mon. con. in do. 60; 
which const. GILMAN PARKER 
and CuarLes L. Bartierr 
Hon. Mem.; a friend, 20; 


Esser co. South, Ms. Aux. So. C. M. 245 33 
Richardson, Tr. 
Beverly, Washington-st. chh. 
mon. con. to const. Rev 
Greorce T. Dote an Hon. 
} Mem. 50; la. 50; 
| Danvers North, Gent. 109,14; 
j la. for ed. of hea. chil. 95,49; 
inf. sab. sch. 53c. 205 16 
Manchester, Evan. cong. so. 


41,27; mon. con. 28,43; chil. of 
mater. for ed. of hea. 
chil. 1; 

Rockport, Ist cong. chh. and so. 
which const. Mrs. Hannan 
B. Gott an Hon. Mem. 

Salem, Crombie-st. chh. and so. 
160; Tab. mon. con. 2246; 

| Wenham, Gent. 60,21; la. 54,81; 

mon. con. 5,04; 

Geneva and vic. N. Y., 


asso. 


73 70 


160 00 


182 46 


120 06—S41 3g 
By C. A. Cook, Agent, 





Albion, 87 00 
} Camden, 56 10 
|| Fulton, Presb. chh. to const. 
Rev. Samuet WuHatey an 
Hon. Mem. 50 00 
Geneva, Presb. chh. mon. eon. 
31,60; o| _— 7,25; H. Dwight, 
on; R. 141 85 
} Loe Andy rhe ot beads, fr. estate 
| of Mrs. G. Hall, 375 
Oswego, Ist presb. ehh. and 
cong. mon. con. 80,23; sab. 
' sch. tor John B. Park and De- 
| tia S. Wright, Cexlon, 40; D. 
| Lake, for Daniel B. Lake, 
Ceylon, 20; Mrs. Condit, tor 
| Elisha D. Whittelsey, Ceylon, 
20; juv. sew. so. for Robert 
W. Condit, Ceylon, 10; litle 
| girls m. box, 3; L. C. P. 2; 
| 2d presb. chh. 21,25; 196 48 
| Ovid, Presb. chh. HM 53 
Rushville, Cong. ehh. 20 00 
} ‘Trumansburgh, Presb. chh. H. 
| Camp, 50 00 
Youngstown, Presb. chh. 5 00 
324 71 
Ded. dis. 1 57-433 14 


|} Kast Hampton, 8S. Williston, 


, Grafton co. N. H. Aux. So. W. oom, > 
| Bath, Rev. D. Sutherland, 
Haverhill, Ist cong. so. sab. sch. 

for Joseph Gibbs and Abel K. 


Merrill, Ceylon, 24:00 
| Littleton, Cong. chh. and so. 
mon. con. 21; sab. sch. con. for 
| ed. at Madara, 4; 25 00—51 50 
| Hampden co. Ms. Aux. So. C. Merriam, Tr. 


Palmer, Cong. so. and mon. con. 20 50 
Hampshire co. Ms. Aux. So. J. D. Whitney, Tr. 
| Ambherst, Mon con. in college, 2 50 
16 S7—-39 37 
Harmony Confer. of chhs. Ms. W. C. Capron, Tr. 
| Milford, Cong. chh. 13 29 
| Sutton, Gent. 
Hartford ca. Ci. 


6 S3—20 2 
Aux. So. H. A. Perkins, Tr. 
1 


Hartford, tat so. T. Smith, 30 00 
Hartford co. South, Ct. Aux. SoH. 8. Ward, Tr. 
Middletown, A friend, for ed. of hea. 
chil. 12; Middlefield, a lady, 3; 15 00 
Hillsboro’ co.. N. HU. Aux. So. J. A. Wheat, Tr. 
| Antrim, Gent. 42; la. 26; 68 00 
| Bedtord, Gent. 85 50 
Hancock Factory Vil., Ist cong. 
chh and so. mon. con. 30 00 
Mauchester, Ist cong. so. mon. 
con. 58; D. A. Burton, 25; Mrs. 
M. Knowles, 5; 88 00 
Milford, Cong. chh. and so. 2 00 
Nashua, Mr. Smith's so. a friend, 3 00 


Pelhum, Cong. chh. and se, 
gent. and mon. con. 37,57; la. 
31,53; J. Tyler, to const. Mrs. 
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Saran CHURCH an Hon. 
Mem. 100; 172 15 
Wilton, La. _, 22 00—520 65 
incoln C0. Me. Aux. So. Rev. J. ©. Goss, Tr. 
Uviseasset, Gent. 28; la. 20,37; 





con. 12,63; 61 00 
Litchfield. Ct. "Aux. So. C. L. Webb, Tr. 
Norfolk, Coll. ® 50 00 
Sherman, Ecc. so. 27,96; la. 22; 49 96 
Woodbury North, Coll. 44 62 
144 58 
Ded dis. 58—144 00 
imack co. N. H. Aux. So. G. Hutchins, Tr. 
-ord, Ist cong. so. 72 70 
Pesbasto, Cong. 80. 3,20; sab. 
sch. for ed. of a girl at Wailu- 
ku, 20; 23 20-—95 90 


pigan Aux. So. E.. Bingham, Tr. 
ae. Cong. chh. mon. con. to 
const. Rev. L. 8S. BEEBEE an 
Hon. Mem. 62; sab. sch. for 
Hannah Tomlinson, Ceylon, 
12,33; 74 33 
Detroit, 1st presb. chh. mon. con. 





7.84; av. of rings, 1,75; " 9 59 

<alamazoo, Ist presb. chh. la. 
x mon. con. 15; 65 00 
Rochester, W. M. Axford, 4 86 
Utica, Mon. con. 4 00 
White Pigeon, Presb. chh. 10 00 
Wiug Lake, Chh. 2 13 
169 91 


Ded. dis. 4 40—165 51 
Middlesex North and vic. Ms. Char. So. 
J. 8. Adams, ‘Tr. 
Groton, Asso. ; 5 00 
Westford, For Constantinople, 7; 
asso. 21; 28 00—-33 00 
Middlesex South, Ms. Conf. of chhs. 
0. Hoyt, Tr. 
Sherburne, Evan. so. coll. 38 09 
Middlesex Asso. Ct. H. C. Sanford, Tr. 
Hadlyme, Mon. con. 9,09; la. $,91; 18 00 
Petapaug, Gent. 24 67 
Westbrovk, Coll. 
Monroe co. and vic. N. Y. By E. Ely, Agent, 
Piusford, Presb. chh. SO 00 
Rochester, Ist do. 
friend, 16; 
New Haven City, Ct. 
Maltby, Agent, 
New Haven, United so. 253; Howe-st. 
chh. and 30. 52,02; union mon. con. 
46,78; Yale coll. do. 14,64; 3d chh. do. 
9,54; 375 98 
New London and vic. Ct. Aux. So. C. Chew, Tr. 
Stonington, 2d cong. chh. mon. con. 
and com. 
New York City and Brooklyn, Aux. So. 
J. W. Tracy, Tr. . 
(Of which fr. fem. juv. miss. asso. of 
Allen-st. presb. chh. to const. Priest 
Denxa of Persia, an Hon. Mem. 
j2,33; T. Ritter, 25; E. H. Blatch- 
ford, to const. Mrs. ALicia Buatcu- 
rogpof Lansingburgh, and Tuomas 
Biatcurorpd of Troy, Hon. Mem. 
200; Brick chh. for Tuce W. Patton, 
Greece, 20; tor ed. of fem. in India, 3;) 2,119 06 
Norfolk co. Ms. Aux. So. Rev. Dr. Burgess, Tr. 
Roxbury, Eliot chh. and so. gent. 131; 
mon. con. 11,81; la. 245; 387 S1 
Norwich and vic. Ct. Aux. So. F. A. Perkins, Tr. 
Bozrah, Gent. and la. 1 93 
Ledyard, do. 
Norwich, 2d and Sth chhs. gent. 
85; an indiv. 10; av. of ring, 1,62; 96 62 


54,17; a 
70 17—150 17 


Aux. So. A H. 


27 00 





138 55 
Ded. dis. on unc. money, $5—137 70 
Old Colony, Ms. Aux. So. H. Coggeshall, Tr. 
Fairhaven, Centre chh. mon. con. 
29,68; Rev. I. Briggs, 10; Mrs. 
B. 5; 4 68 


40 00——S4 68 


- , 
Mattapoisett, Mon. con. 25; la. 
mile so. 15; 





51 00 | 
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Oneida co. N. Y. Aux. So. A. Thomas, Agent, 
Clinton, Cong. chh. and so. 230; 
Rev. W. Gridley, 75; O. 
Gridley, 75; which const. Rev. 
A. D. Grivtey and Sera 
Hastines Hon. Mem.; cir. of 
ind. 5; juv. so. 3; sab. sch. 


miss. so. 12; 400 00 
Deerfield, C. Preston, 10 00 
Euton, Cong. chh. 34 00 
New Hartford, Presb. chh. and 

so. 43,66; mon. con. 37,33; 80 99 
Richland, Cong. chh. mon. con. 

9,42; Rev. R. R. 5; 14 42 
Utica, Ist presb. chh. 115,26; 

H. F. 5; 120 26 


Waterville, Presb. ehh. $9 0U—748 67 
Orleans co. Vi. Conf. of chhs. T. Jameson, Tr. 
Brownington, Mrs. FE. S. Ward, 
Palestine Miss. So. Ms. FE. Alden, Tr. 


Braintree, Ist cong. chh. and so. 20 50 
Cohasset, Mon. con. 5 17 
South Weymouth, Union chh. 3 15-——28 82 


Pilgrim Asso. Ms. Rev. R. B. Hall, Tr. 
Duxbury, A thank off’g, to const. Rev. 
Witiarp Jones, Persia, an Hon. Mem. 50 00 
Rockingham co. N. H. Conf. of chhs. 
8S. H. Piper, Tr. 


Atkinson, La. 8 00 
Candia, Cong. chh. and so to 

const. Mrs. Mary J. Murpock 

an Ifon. Mem. 100 00 
Greenland, Cong. chh. and so. 5 75 
Hampton, Cong. chh. and so. 

coll. 26; mon. con. 11; 37 00 
Northampton, Cong. chh.and so. 41 38 


Stratham, Cong. chh. and so. 
37,29; mon. con, 22,66; la. 20,05; SO 00—272 13 
Rutland co. Vt. Aux. So. W. Page, Tr. 
Castleton, Gent. 58; la. 76; E. 


M. 4; mon. con. 27,47; 195 47 
East Rutland, Mon. con. 19,59; 

gent. 16; 35 59 
Sudbury, La. 5 40—236 46 


| St. Lawrence co. N. Y. Aux. So. J. Smith, Tr. 


75 WO—117 67 || 


Potsdam, Rev. A. Brainerd, 35 00 
Strafford co. N. H. Aux. So. E. J. Lane, Tr. 
Centre Harbor, Cong. chh. and 
so. coll. and mon. con, 20 00 
Gilmanton, Rev. J. Lane, 10 00—-30 00 
Sullivan co. N. H. Aux. So. N. Whittelsey, Tr. 
Claremont, La. 1 Us 
Meriden, Cong. chh. K. U. acad. 
52,26; gent. 29,38; la. 23,55; 


sew. cir. 9,73; 114 92—116 00 
| Taunton and vic. Ms. Aux. So. 
Atueboro’, ist cong. chh. 38,50; 

mon. con. 21,50; 2d do. mon. 

con. 22,42; sab. sch. in Mr. 

Crane’s so. for schs. in Syria, 

10,50; 92 92 
Pawtucket, Gent. 11s 56 
Raynham, Ist cong. so. 15 00 
Rehoboth, Cong. so. 32; la. 10; 42 00 





Seekonk, Gent. 37 50—305 98 
Tolland co. Ct. Aux. So. J. R. Flynt, Tr. 


North Mansfield, Gent. and la. 61 10 
Union, Me. Conf. of chhs. S. Audrews, Tr. 
Gilead, W. W. Chapman, 5 00 


Valley of the Mississippi, Aux. So. G. L. 
Weed, Tr. 1,1 
Washington co. Vt. Aux. So. J. W. Howes, Tr. 
Berlin, 3,50; B. Strickland, 5; 5 50 
Montpelier, Ist chh. mon. con. 25 59—34 09 
Watertown and vic. N. Y. By A. Ely, Agent, 
Antwerp, Chh. 5 50 
Cape Vincent, Chh. 26; av. of 


ring, 3lc. 26 31 
Carthage, Chh. 10 00 
Champion, do. 16 29 
Rodman, La sew. so. 10 00 
Sacket’s Harbor, Chh. 52,38; la. 

20,90; 73 18 
Watertown, Ist chh. 142,26; 

mon. con. 46; sab. sch. for 

George Boardman, Ceylon, 20; 

2d chh. B. R. L. and Relig. 

ins. 23,42; Mrs. A. Bean, 12; 243 6S—384 96 
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Windham co. North, Ct. 
G. Danielson, Tr. 
Woodstock, Gent. and la. to const. Rev. 
Bensamin Oper an Hon. Mem. 
Windsor co. Vi. Aux. So. J. Francis and 

E. C. Tracy, Trs. 

Springfield, Cong. chh. and so. 
28; sab. sch. 20; a friend, 2; 
which and prev. dona. const. 
Isaac Lewis an Hon. Mem. 

Woodstock, W. Miller, 

Worcester co. Central, Ms. Aux. So. 
A. D. Foster, Tr. 

Worcester, Miss. sew. cir. in Mr. 
Sweetser’s so. for sup. of an Arme- 
nian youth in Mr. Hamlin’s sch. 
Constantinople, 

York co. Me. Conf. of Chhs. 

Alfred, Cong. chh. and so. mon. 


Aux. So. 


50 00 
5 00—55 


con. 6 00 
Kennebunkport, 8. chh. 30 00 
Lebanon, Cong. so. 39 47 


Saco, Ist par. benev. so. 50; la. 
sew. cir. fur a child in Dindi- 


gul, 20; 70 00—145 


50 00 


65 00 
Rev. I. Kimball, Tr. 


00 


47 


Total from the above sources, $16,256 


VARIOUS COLLECTIONS AND DONA-! 
TIONS. 


A friend, 25; do. 5,50, two friends, 50e. 31 
Albany, N. Y. 4th presb. chh. mon. con. 

50; 2d do. Mrs. E. R. for a child in Cey- 

lon, 20; 70 
Andover, Ms. Chapel chh. and so. 232; la. 


of do. 16; a friend, 3; 251 
Atlas, lll. Presb. ehh. 
Augusta, Ga. S. Dowse and fam. 22,50; 

a friend, 10; I. H. Scranton, 10; L. M. 

Hand, 10; W. Bostwick, 10; indiv. 65,50; 125 
Baltimore, Md. 5th presb. chh. mon. con. 150 
Bennington, Vt. 1st cong. chh. 29,31; mon. 

con. 30,17; 59 


Brownsville, N. Y. Rev. S. F. Snowden, 5 
Canastota, N. Y. Rev. W. W. Rand, 5 
Canterbury, N. Y., A friend, 5 
Chatham Village, N.J., A bal. 34 
Chelsea, Ms. Mon. con. in Winnisimmet chh. 15 
Chester co. Ga. Presb. chh. 17 
Clarkson, N. Y. M. Rowell, 2 
Columbia, 8. C. Rev. Mr. Palmer, 10 
Constantinople, C. Brown, 4; Miss Har- 

land, 5; 9 
East Troy, W. 'T. Presb. chh. 5 
Eimira, N. Y. 1st presb. chh. la. $434, 

mon. con. 53,54; 138 
Fairfield, N. J. Mite so. 10 
Fairmount, Pa. 1st presb. chh. sab. sch. 

miss. so. 6 
Fishkill, N. ¥Y. 1st presb chh. mon.con. 3 
Frankiin, N. Y. 1st cong. chh. 25; D. D. 5; 

S. P. Jr. 5; 35 

Green Bay, N. ¥Y. Mon. con. 30 
Henderson, Ul. Rev. J. Summers, 
Houlton, Me. 1st ortho. cong. chh. and so. 12 
Hudson, N. Y. Av. of juv. tair, 14 
Jackson, Pa. V. Bisbee, 1 
Jamaica, N. Y. Presb. chh. mon. con. 5 
Kingston, R. I. Cong. chi. 6; mon. con. 2; S 
Lexington, Ky. J. C. Todd, 10 
Liberty, Pa. : 
Lowndes co. Ga. Ind. presb. chh. 10 
Madison, N. J. Presb. chh. £0 
Maine Miss. So. By 8S. Dutton, Tr. 59 
Marshall, Mich. H. W. ‘Taylor, q 
Medford, Ms. A friend, 5 
Monticello, Fla. Ind. presb. chh. 30 
Montrose, Pa. Presb. chh. 34 
Newark, N. J. 1st presb. chh. for W. T.- 

Hamiilton, Ansel D. Eddy, and Joseph S. 

Christmas, Ceylon, 52; 3d presb. chh. 

100: a friend, 10; a boy and girl, 1; 163 
New Paltz, N. Y., W. Packer, 10 
New Korhelle, N. Y. Rev. G. D. Abbott, 10 
New Windsor, N. Y. Presb. chh. 9: 
Northern Liberties, Pa. Ist presb. chh. juv. 

miss. so. fur sup. of Mr. Foreman, 

Cher. na. 


40! 
| 


00 


Donations. 


} 





Orange, N.J., A friend, 


Philadelphia, Pa. Clinton-st. presb chh, > 
mon. con. 61,28; G. W. Fobes, 50; fem, 
so. for ed. of hea. youth, 150; Ist presb, 
chh. fer. juv. miss. so. tor Samuel Wil. 
son aud Mary Miller, W. Africa, 40; Sth 
presb. chh. fem. sab. sch. for George 
Me Cleliand, Ceylon, 20; J. W. Throck- 
morton, 25; Mrs. 8S. 8. Neill, 5; 351 2 
Pittsburgh, Pa, Ist presb. chh. inf. sab. sch. 37 3 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 1st presb. chh. 50 
Princeton, N. J. Young la. sew. so. for 0 
George S. Woodhull, Benjamin Rice and 
James Alexander, Ceylon, 60; a lady, 10; 20 0 
Providence, R. 1. Benef. cong. sab: ‘sch. 
a teacher, for Anthony B. Arnold, Cey- 
lon, 20; teachers of do. for Stephen 8s. 
Wardwell, do. 20; oe | King, for So- 
phia Hall, do. 20; 60 0 
Reading, Ms. Me. Picket’s cong. so. % 50 
River Head, N. J. La. for Samuel Byel 
Ceylon, : 20 00 
Rochester, N. Y. Young la. benev. so. for 
ed. of a child at Sandw. [sl. 20 00 
Shrewsbury, N. J. Presb. chh. mon. con. 1% 
Snow Hil, Md. Presb. chh. 10 3 
South Greenburg, N. Y. Miss. so. 10 
Stillwater, N. Y. Presb. so. 30 0 
Thomas co. Ga. Ind. presb. chh. 50 00 
Volatie, N.Y. Presb. chh. 11 0 
Warren, O., J. Perkins, 10 0 
| Warsaw, Ill. Presb. ehh. 50 
Washington, D. C., H. Hale, 20 00 
Wells, Pa. Rev. BE. Erusa, 20 
Wilmington, Del. A mem. of Hanover-st. 
resb. chh. 50; fem. miss. so. for Mr. 
zawrence, Madura, 14,50; A. M. 20; &4 50 


———ee 
$18,751 9 
LEGACIES. 


Lee, Ms. Mrs. Tumme Adams, by H. Bart- 


| 


i} 
Ast, to April 30th, $160 


lett, Ex’r, (prev. ree’d, 794,133) 
Northford, Ct. Miss Abigail A. Linsley, by 
Mr. Harrison, Ex’r, 
Waterford, N.Y. Abiel Cheney, by S. G. 
Brackett, Ex’r, 695; ded. dis. 3,37; 
Weymouth, Ms. Samuel B. Loud, by Jacob 
Loud, Ex’r, 


83 

100 00 
691 63 
1,000 00 
$1,500 4 


| 
| Amount of donations and legacies acknowledged in 


the preceding lists, $20,592 29. 
922 98. 


v~~ 


Total from August 


DONATIONS IN CLOTHING, &c. 


Belchertown, Ms. A box, fr. 1st sew.so. 20 3 
Brookfield, Ct. A bundle, fr. fem. char. so. 950 
| Cimetnnatr, O. Schvol books, fr. Truman 
and Smith, ree’d at Dwight, 189 
| East Bradford, Ms. A bundle, fr. juv. miss, 
so. tor Sandw. Isl. miss. 
| Ellicotville, N. Y., A box, fr. fem. benev 
su. rec’d at Alleghany. 
Lebanon, Me. A box, fr. sew. so. 20 0 
Middleboro’, Ms. 1st par. A box, fr. la. 
miss. so. for La Pointe, 30 74 





South Boston, Ms. A bundle, fr. la benev. 
sv. in Phillips chh. 

Weshington, D. C., A lithographic press 
and apparatus, fr. A. J. Stansbury, for 
Saudw. Isi miss. 


The following articles are respectfully solicited from 
Manufacturers and others. 


Printing paper, writing paper, blank-books, 
quills, slates, etc., for the missions and mission- 
schools. 

Shoes, hats, blankets, sheets, pillow-cases, tow- 
els, shirts, socks, su ckings, fulled-cloth, flannel, 
dumestc collwn, etc. 





